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iv. EiTata. 



ERRATA. 



Owing to an uufortunate oversight the niunbering of pp. 
269 and 270 has been duplicated ; readers are therefore requested 
to mark the first two pages of the article on **The White-bellied 
Amethyst Starling " 269* and 270*. 



Alter from "male" to "female":— 
Page 207, lines 21, 30, and 33. 
„ 208, „ 2, 2, 6, and 10. 
„ 209, „ 6, 8, II, 17, 20, 20, and 29. 



Alter from "female" to "male": — 
Page 207, lines 22 and 30. 
„ 208, ,. 2, 6, and 36. 
,, 209, ,, 4 and 29. 
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Report of the Council, v. 

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL 
For the Year 1907-8. 

Once more we have come to the close of our Society's 
year and to the completion of another volume of our Magazine, 
and we think that our members may congratulate themselves 
that Volume VI. of the New Series is equal to any of its 
predecessors. Many articles of great interest and value have 
appeared, and we are glad to notice amongst the contributors 
several who have not previously written for our journal. 

Seven coloured plates by Mr. Herbert Goodchild, and 
numerous black and white plates and text figures have been 
published, the illustrations being on the whole quite equal, if 
not superior, to those which have previously appeared in this 
journal. 

In the pages of the present volume mention is made of 
many species of birds which have been imported alive for the 
first time this year ; and accounts are published of the breeding 
in captivity of several species which had not previously been 
known to rear young in the United Kingdom. 

We are glad to be able to report that the Society is in a 
sound and prosperous condition, and that the membership con- 
tinues to increase in a very satisfactory manner. 

Our best thanks are due to those members who, by their 
contributions lo our pages or in other ways, have helped to make 
the present volume a success. Especially we are indebted to 
Dr. A. G. Butler for very kindly undertaking the Editorship, 
in addition to his duties as Honorary Correspondence Secretary, 
during the absence from England of Mr. Seth-Smith. 

Sighted for the Council, 

T. H. Newman, Hon. Business Secretary, 

D. Skth-Smith, Ho7t, Editor, 
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(May, 1897). 
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Pkir p.; Box 504, G.P.O., Sydney; and 50, Bondi Road, Waverley, 
Sydney, N. S. Wales. (July, 1903). 
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SCHKRRKN, Henry, F.Z.S., M.B.O.U. ; 9, Cavendish Road, Haningay, 
N. (Dec, 1902). 

SCHWKDBR, Paui. E. ; Courtlands, Goring— Worthing, Sussex. (Nov., 
1902). 

340 SCLATER, Phiup Luti.ey, M.A., D.Sc, F.R.S., M.B.O.U. ; Odibaiii 
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Thomas, Mrs. Haig; Creech Grange, Wareham. (August, 1907). 
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Trestraii« Major Ai^frkd B., F.R.G.S. ; Southdale, Clevedon. 
(Sept., 1903). 
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(Oct., 1905). 
Wilson, T. Needham ; Oak Lodge, Bitterne, near Southampton. 
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440 Workman, Wm. Hughes, M.B.O.U.; Lismore, Windsor, Belfast. 

(May, 1903). 
WoRMALD, H. ; The Heath, Dereham, Norfolk. (Dec, 1904). 



Digitized by 



Google 



i6 Rules of the Avicultural Society. 

RULES OF THE AVICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

As Amended Augiisi 1905. 



I.— The name of the Society shall be The Aviculturai, Society, 
and its object shall be the study of Foreign and British Birds in freedom 
and in captivity. Poultry, Pigeons, and Canaries shall be outside the scope 
of the Society. The year of the Society, with that of each volume of the 
Society's Magazine, which shall be known as The AviciUiural Magazine^ 
shall commence with the month of November and end on the 31st of 
October following. 

2. — The Avicultural Society shall consist of Ordinary and Honorary 
Members; and the latter shall be restricted in number to six, and be 
elected by the Council. 

3. — The Officers of the Society shall be elected, annually if necessary, 
by Members of the Council in nianiier hereinafter provided, and shall 
consist of a President, one or more Vice-Presidents, a Business Secretary, a 
Correspondence Secretary, an Kdiior, a Treasurer, an Auditor, a Scrutineer, 
and a Council of fifteen Members. The Secretaries, Kditor, and Treasurer, 
shall be ex officio Members of the Council. 

4. — New Members shall be proposed in writing; and the name and 
address of every person thus proposed, with the name of the Member 
proposing him, shall be published in the next issue of the Magazine. 
Unless the candidate shall, within two weeks after the publication of his 
name in the Magazine, be objected to by at least two Members, he shall be 
deemed to be duly elected. If five Members shall lodge with the Business 
Secretary objections to any candidate he shall not be elected, but the 
signatures to the signed objections must be verified by the Scrutineer. If 
two or more Members (but less than five) shall object to any candidate, the 
Secretary shall announce in the next number of the Magazine that such 
objections have been lodged (but shall not disclose the names of the 
objectors), and shall request the Members to vote upon the question of the 
election of such candidate. Members shall record their votes in sealed 
letters addressed to the ' Scrutineer, and a candidate shall not be elected 
unless two-thirds of the votes recorded be in his favour ; nor shall a 
candidate be elected if five or more votes be recorded against his election. 

5. — Each Member shall pay an annual subscription of 10/-, to be due 
and payable in advance on the ist of November in each year. New Mem- 
bers shall pay, in addition, an entrance fee of 10/6; and, on payment of 
their entrance fee and subscription, they shall be entitled to receive all the 
numbers of the Society's Magazine for the current year. 
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6. — Members intending to resign their membership at the end of the 
<:urrent year of the Society are expected to give notice to the Business 
Secretary before the first of October, so that their names may not be 
included in the ** List of Members," whicli shall be published annually in 
the November number of the Magazine. 

7. — The Magazine of the Society shall be issued on or about the first 
day of every month,* and forwarded, post free, io all the Metnbers who 
shall have paid their subscription for the year ; but no Magazine shall be 
sent or delivered io any Member until the annual subscription shall have 
reached the hands oj the Business Secretary. Members whose subscriptions 
shall not have been paid as above by the first day in September in any year 
shall cease to be members of the Society, and shall not be re-admitted 
until a fresh entrance fee, as well as the annual subscription, shall have 
been paid. 

8. — The Secretaries, Editor, and Treasurer shall be elected for a term 
of five years, and, should a vacancy occur, it may be temporarily filled up 
by the Executive Committee (see Rule 10). At the expiration of the term of 
five years in every case, it shall be competent for the Council to nominate 
the same officer, or another Member, for a further term of five years, unless 
a second candidate be proposed by not less than twenty-five members of at 
least two years standing, as set forth below. 

In the September number of the Magazine preceding the retirement 
from office of the Secretaries, Editor, or Treasurer, the Council shall 
publish the names of those gentlemen whom they have nominated to fill 
the vacancies thus created ; and these gentlemen shall be deemed duly 
elected unless another candidate or candidates be proposed by not less than 
fifteen Members of at least two years standing. Such proposal, duly 
seconded and containing the written consent of the nominee to serve if 
elected, in the capacity for which he is proposed, must reach the Business 
Secretary on or before the 15th of September. 

The Council shall also publish yearly in the September number of 
the Magazine the names of those gentlemen nominated by them for the 
posts of Auditor and Scrutineer respectively. 

9. — The Members of the Council shall retire by rotation, two at the 
end of each year of the Society (unless a vacancy or vacancies shall occur 
otherwise) and two other Members of the Society shall be recommended by 
the Council to take the place of those retiring. The names of the two 
Members recommended shall be printed in the September number of 7 he 
Avicultural Magazine, Should the Council's selection be objected to by 
fifteen or more members, these shall have power to put forward two other 
candidates whose names, together with the signatures of not less than 
fifteen Members proposing them, must reach the Hon. Business Secretary 

Owiug to the extra pressure of work, the October and November numbers are liable to 

be late. 
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by the 15/A of Septembef, The names of the four candidates will then be 
printed on a voting paper and sent to each member with the October 
number of the Magazine, and the result of the voting published in the 
November issue. Should no alternative candidates be put forward, in the 
manner and by the date above specified, the two candidates recommended 
by the Council shall be deemed to have been duly elected. In the event of 
an equality of votes the President shall have a casting vote. 

10. — Immediately after the election of the Council, that body shall 
proceed to elect three from its Members {ex officio Members not being 
eligible). These three, together with the Secretaries and Editor, shall 
form a Committee known as the Executive Committee. Members of the 
Council shall be asked every year (whether there has been an election of 
that body or not) if they wish to stand for the Executive, and in any year 
when the number of candidates exceeds three there shall be an election of 
the Executive. 

The duties of the Executive Committee shall be as follows : 
(i). To sanction all payments to be made on behalf of the Society; 
(ii). In tlie event of the resignation of any of the oflficers during the 
Society's year, to temporarily fill the vacancy until the end of 
the year. In the case of the office being one which is held for 
more than one year {e. g. Secretaries, Editor, or Treasurer) 
the appointment shall be confirmed by the Council at its next 
meeting ,* 
(iii). To act for the Council in the decision of any other matters that 
may arise in connection with the business of the Society. 
The decision of any matter by the Executive to be settled by 
a simple majority (five to form a quorum). In the event of a tie on 
any question, such question shall be forthwith submitted by letter to 
the Council for their decision. 

The Executive shall not have power 
(i). To add to or alter the Rules; 
(ii). To expel any Member; 

(iii). To re-elect the Secretaries, Editor, or Treasurer for a second term 
of office. 
It shall not be lawful for the Treasurer to pay any account unless 
such account be duly initialed by the Executive. 

It shall be lawful for the Business Secretary or Editor to pledge 
the Society's credit for a sum not exceeding jf 15. 

Should a Member wish any matter to be brought before the 
Council direct, such matter should be sent to the Business Secretary 
with a letter stating that it is to brought before the Council at their 
next meeting ; otherwise communications will in the first place be 
brought before the Executive. 

A decision of a majority of the Council, or a majority of the 
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Executive endorsed by tbe Council, shall be final and conclusive in all 
matters. 

II. — The Editor shall have an absolute discretion as to what matter 
shall be published in the Magazine (subject to the control of the Executive 
Committee). The Business Secretary and Editor shall respectively refer all 
matters of doubt and difficulty to the Executive Committee. 

12. — The Council (but not a Committee of the Council) shall have 
power to alter and add to the Rules, from time to time, in any manner they 
may think fit. Five to form a quorum at any meeting of the Council. 

13.— The Council shall have power to expel any Member from the 
Society at any time without assigning any reason. 

14. — Neither the Office of Scrutineer nor that of Auditor shall be 
lield for two consecutive years by the same person. 

15. — The Scrutineer shall not reveal to any person how any Member 
sliall have voted. 
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THE SOCIETY'S MEDAL. 



RULES. 

The Medal may be awarded, at the discretion of the Committee, to 
any Member who shall succeed in breeding, in the United Kingdom, any 
species of bird which shall not be known to have been previously bred \vt 
captivity in Great Britain or Ireland. Any Member wishing to obtain the 
Medal must send a detailed account for publication in the Magazine within 
about eight weeks from the <late of the hatching of the young, and furnish 
such evidence of the facts as the Executive Committee may require. The 
Medal will be awarded only in cases where the young shall live to be old 
enough to feed themselves, and to be wholly independent of their parents. 

The account of the breeding must be reasonably full so as to aflFord 
instruction to our Members, and should descril)e the plumage of the young 
and be of value as a pennanefit record of the nesting and general habits of the 
species. These points will have great weight when the question of awarding 
the Medal is under consideration. 

The parents of the young must be the bond fide property of the 
breeder. Any evasion of this rule, in any form whatever, will not only dis- 
qualify the breeder from any claim to a Medal in that particular instance; 
but will seriously prejudice any other claims he or she may subsequently 
advance for the breeding of the same or any other species. 

In every case the decision of the Committee shall be final. 

The Medal will be forwarded to each Member as soon after it shall 
have been awarded as circumstances will permit. 

The Medal is struck in bronze (but the Committee reserve the right 
to issue it in silver in very special cases), and measures 2\ inches in 
diameter. It bears on the obverse a representation of two birds with a nest 
containing eggs, and the words "The Avicultural Society — Founded 1894." 
On the reverse is the following inscription : " Awarded to fname oj dotiee) 
for rearing young of {name oJ species), a species not previously bred in 
captivity in the United Kingdom." 



Members to whom Medals have been awarded. 

Por a list of the Members to whom Medals were awarded during the First Series 
see Vol. II. Kl^ew Series), p. 18. 
NEW SERIES. 

Vol. I., p. 317. Mr. D. Skth-SmiTh, for breeding the Greater Button- 
Quail, Turnix tanki, in 1903. 
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Vol. I., p. 336. Mr. L. M. Seth-Smith, for Breeding the Rain-Qaail, 
Cotumix coromandelica, in 1903. 
»» ♦. P* 393« Miss R. Ai^dbrson, for breeding the Wliite- fronted Dove, 

LeptopiilajamaicensiSj in 1903. 
,, „ p. 400. Mr. W. H. St. Qdintin, for breeding the RuflF^ 
Pavoncella pugnax, in 1903. 

Vol. II., pp. 211 a 263. Mr. D. Skth-Smith, for bree<ling the Brush 

Bronzewing Pigeon, Phaps eleganSt in 1904. 
„ ., p. 270. Miss R. Ar.DERSON, for breeding the Rufous Dove,^ 

Leptoptila reichenbachi, in 1904. 
„ ,, p. 278. Mr. D. Seth-Smith, for breeding the Scaly Dove, 

Scardajella squamosa, in 1904. 
„ p. 285. Mr. D. Skth-Smith, for breeding the Tataupa Tinamou, 

Crypturus tataupa, in 1904. 
»» »» P* 339' ^r. Aj,berT Gunther, for breeding the Red -backed 

Shrike, Lanins cotturio, in 1904. 
>. M P' 353- Mr B. Fasey, for breeding the Yellow-rum ped Parrakeet, 

Platycercus flaveolus, in 1904. 
»» »» P- 353* Mr. C. CASTi,B-Sr,OANE, for breeding the Talpacoti Dove, 

ChamcBpelia talpacoti^ \\\ 1904. 

Vol. III., p. 64. Mr. W. H. St. Quintin, for breeding Pterocles exustus 
in 1904. 

»» »» P' 75* Mrs. Howard Wii^liams, for breeding the Yellow 
Sparrow, Passer tnteus, in 1904. 

„ „ p. 130. Miss R. Alderson, for breeding the Solitary Ground- 
Dove, Leptoptila chlorauchenia, in 1904. 

„ „ p. 295. Mr. D. Seth-Smith, for breeding Tumix varia, in 

1905. 

,♦ M P* 352. Sir Witxiam Ingram, Bart., for breeding Gray*s Bare- 
throated Francolin, Ptertiistes leucoscepus, in 1905. 

M »» P- 363. Mr. D. Seth-Smith, for breeding the Swamp-Quail, 
Syfioecus atistraliSy in 1905. 

Vol. IV., p. 24. Mrs. MiCHEix, for breeding Forsten's Lorikeet, Tricho- 

glosus Jorstefii, in 1905. 
,, M p. 30. Mrs. Howard Wii,uams, for breeding the Pileated 

Finch, Coryphospingfis pileatus, in 1905. 
„ „ p. 68. Mrs. Howard Wilwams, for breeding the Pectoral 

Finch, Munia pectoralis, in 1905. 
„ „ p. 70. Mr. W. E. Teschemaker, for breeding the Green 

Avadavat, Stictospiza formosa, in 1905. 
,, „ p. 117. Mr. A. Trevor-Battye, for breeding the Scaly-breasted 

Colin, Callipepla squamata, in 1905. 
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Vol. IV., p. 276. Mr. R. Fasry, for breeding Bourke's Parrakeet, Neophe- 

ma bourkei^ in 1906. 
p. 307. Dr. A. G. Butler, for breeding the Taiubouriue Dove, 

Tyntpanistria tyiHpanistriay in 1906. 
p. 331. Mr. W. E. Tkschkmakbr, for breeding the Black 

Tanager, Tachyphonus tnel^ileuaiSy in 1906. 
p. 536. Mr. H. Boughton-Lrigh, for breeding the Great-billed 

Andaman Parrakeet, Palaornis magnirostris, in 1906. 
p. 354. Mr. W. E. Teschemaker, for breeding the Red-headed 

Finch, Amadina efythrocephala, in 1906. 
Vol. v., p. 44. Mrs. Johnstone, for breeding Johnstone's Lorikeet, 

Trichoglossus johnstonicgy in 1906. 
p. 55. Mr. W. H. St. Quintin, for breeding the Pine Grosbeak, 

Pyrrhula enucUaiot\ in 1906. 
p. 57. Mr. J. H. Gurney, for breeding the Jackal Buzzard, 

Buieo jackal^ in 1906. 
p. 59. Mr. E. J. Brook, for breeding the White-eared Connre, 

Pyrrhura lencotts^ in 1906. 
p. 87. Mrs. Johnstone, (Silver Medal), for breeding Eraser's 

Touracou, Turacus tnacrorhynchuSy in 1906. 
p. 113. Mr. W. E. Teschemaker, for breeding the Yellow-rumped 

Finch, Mnnia flaviprymnay in 1906. 
p. 198. Mr. W. E. Teschemaker, for breeding the Yellow- 
rumped Serin, Sefinus angoletisus, in 1907. 
p. 342. Mr. W. R. Fasey, for breeding the Adelaide Parrakeet, 

Platycercus adelaidefisis^ in 1907. 
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THE DOUBLE-BANDED COURSER. 

(Rhinophihis bicinctusj. 
By Captain Boyd Horsbrugh, A.S.C, F.Z.S. 

In April, 1905, 1 was shooting Quail along the banks of 
the Modder River in the O.R.C., I was walking in some longish 
grass when I saw two Rufous Coursers fCursorius rufusj get up 
and I was going to shoot when I noticed tliat they were accom- 
panied by a young one, so lowered my gun. 

They settled within a hundred yards, and on going up to 
the place I saw the young bird squatting like a baby lapwing. I 
picked him up and took him home to my aviary, and for the first 
few days fed him on white ants and mealworms. I had to watch 
him closely while he ate the latter as the various Bulbuls, etc., 
were much too near them to give a stupid baby much of a 
chance. When I caught him he was simply covered with bird 
lice, but a dusting of Keating's insect powder soon got rid of 
them. 

Some weeks later I got a young Rufous Courser, which is 
the same sized bird as the Double Ringed. I put him into the 
aviary thinking he would be a cheerful companion for my first 
friend, but he met a speedy death instead. The bird even at that 
early stage being of a very quarrelsome disposition with other 
ground birds. 

In June I managed to get him on to Century Food, but it 
was not until July 2nd that he started developing the distinctive 
double rings round his neck, which caused me to realise that I 
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24 Capt. Boyd Horsbrugh, 

had made a complete mistake about this species. The two old 
birds that were with him the day I found him were most certainly 
C rufus and so I can only conclude that his own parents were 
hiding somewhere near. 

The young bird quickly got his double rings and was in 
complete adult plumage by the end of July, which is our cold 
weather. He had no shelter from cold and thrived well in spite 
of it, and as a matter of fact he was neither sick nor sorry during 
the entire time I kept him in South Africa, although exposed 
more or less to all weathers ; in heavy rains we did try to shelter 
him, but it was no easy matter as he was such a restless being, 
and also he looked upon the shelters with some suspicion and 
preferred to paddle about outside in the wet. 

His juvenile plumage was exactly like the adult plumage 
but lacked the black necklaces. Sclater says of it :— ** This 
interesting little species is found all over the Karro districts of 
the Cape Colony, the O.R.C., S.W. part of the Transvaal, 
Bechuanaland, and German territory, but is not found in the 
eastern part of Cape Colony, Natal, or Rhodesia as far as our 
present knowledge goes. 

It is found in open country in pairs or small parties, it runs 
swiftly and is most difficult to flush. In most places it is more 
abundant in the rainy season than in winter and is probably a 
partial migrant. It feeds in the wild state chiefly on ants 
(white) and, as I am informed by Major Sparrow, lays one ^%% 
only on the bare ground in a slight depression. 

With all respect to my friend Major Sparrow, my brother 
and I have both found clutches of two eggs on various occasions. 
The eggs are very handsome, being pale in colour thickly 
covered with fine lines, both straight and curved, of a yellowish 
brown ; the shape is a rounded oval, with but slight indication 
of the pointed end, and the measurements average i*2 X i*o. I 
found this bird to be semi-nocturnal in both the wild and the 
tame state, the large and liquid eyes also point to this. 

When adult, my bird began his evening song just after 
sunset and our bridge evenings were enlivened by his mournful 
whistle, which was surprisingly clear and loud for his size, and 
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often I have heard this same whistle late at night when 
camping out. 

I kept R. bicinclus for fifteen months in my aviary at 
Bloemfontein and took him home with me last July to the 
Zoological Gardens in Regent's Park, where he was still alive 
when I last heard of him. I took him home in a box with a 
carefully padded top and had the good fortune to have enough 
mealworms to feed him on. and on these and chopped cooked 
meat he did quite well. He was always delightfully tame 
and set up an impatient whistle when his dinner was not up 
to time. This species does not bathe often, I only saw him do 
so twice, but he likes a dust bath. He was a bit of a fad about 
his food and got greatly excited when Barbets, Bulbuls, Glossy 
Starlings, etc., came down for a share of his saucer, instead of 
staying by his dinner steadily eating he would chase all round 
the aviary after one bird and leave six eating hard, then return^ 
have one peck, and then off again after somebody else so that 
he really worked quite hard for his living. On the ground he 
was more or less master and inclined to be a bully, so that I was 
rather amused one day to see him lying stretched out in the sun 
while a Violet-eared Waxbill preened his feathers for him. Birds 
of the size of Zosterops and Waxbills he did not mind, probably 
considering them beneath his notice, but he had an especial 
dislike of the Starlings. 

This bird is quite common near Potchefstroon, Transvaal, 
where I am now stationed, and generally speaking all over this 
part of the Transvaal. It should be comparatively easy to collect 
one or two of this species, which I very much wish to do, but 
unfortunately I have not yet had the luck to find them. I hope 
I may be more fortunate in the spring for I very much wish to- 
keep again the little Ringed Courser or "Dravelkie" as the 
Boers call it. 
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CRANES AT WOBURN PARK. 
By the Duchess of Bedford. 

Having read Mr. Astley's article on ** The Cranes" in the 
last number of the AvicuUural Magazine^ I think the following 
notes may be of interest to some of your readers. 

The following Cranes have bred at Woburn : — 
The Common Crane {Gnis commwiis). 
The Sarus Crane {Grus collaris). 
The Demoiselle Crane (^Aiilhropoides virgo). 
The While-necked Crane {Anihropoides leucachefi). 
The following have nested but have never hatched out : — 
The Australian Crane (^Grus australasiana). 
The Stanley Crane {Anthropoides paradised). 
The Mantchurian Crane (^Grus japoncfisis) has made a 
nest and sat upon a Rhea's ^%% which it found in the Park, but 
they have never laid at Woburn. 

The following Cranes have been in the collection, but have 
never nested : — 

The American Crane (Grtis americana). 
The Canadian Crane (^Grus Cafiadeftsis). 
The Wattled Crane (^Anthropoides carunculata) sl single bird. 
The Asiatic White Crane {Anthropoides leticogerantis). 
The Demoiselle and Common Cranes have raised their 
young to maturity. 

The White-necked, which have hatched on four occasions, 
have been unlucky, the young, when well grown, having been 
drowned in the ponds or killed by other animals. 

The young Sarus Crane was also drowned when half 
grown. 



NESTING OF THE CHINGOLO SONG SPARROW, 

(Zonotrich ia pileata) . 
By W. E. Teschemaker. 

I recently received an intimation from our Editor that 
some copy would be acceptable but, though the spirit is willing, 
I regret that I have so little of interest to record. The fact is 
owing to severe illness I have practically no results to record 
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this season. From the coniniencement of May until the end of 
July my aviaries had to look after themselves and, when I was 
again able to resume the management of them. I found that 
losses had been so heavy that I had very little material to work 
with. This is the more annoying because at the time I was 
taken ill I had some rather interesting nests, namely one of the 
Violet-eared Waxbill (two young). Lesser Ruddy Waxbill (two 
young), Blue-breasted Waxbill (eggs). Rufous-backed Mannikm 
(one young), Grey-necked Serin (three young), and Quail Finch 
(eggs). None of these young birds came to maturity. I have 
also had eggs from the Blue Grosbeak, two nests and one ^%% 
from the Violet Tanager, one young Sulphury Seedeater, and a 
nest (presumably containing eggs) on which a hen Paradise 
Whydah sat steadily for some time. One may talk about the 
weather, bad luck, etc., but the fact remains that from all the 
above nothing has been satisfactorily reared except one young 
Saimis angoltnsis, two young Chingolos, and a large number of 
Bengalee-Striateds, etc. 

Certainly there are times and seasons when the possession 
of an aviary is anything but a source of pleasure. Indeed, were 
it not that the aviculturist is born and not made, I doubt if any 
sensible person would ever enter upon so difficult, laborious, and 
expensive a hobby. However, in the long run he has his rewards 
if he be a genuine ornithologist, and perhaps one of the chief of 
these is to be able now and again to see the nesting operations of 
a really rare bird. 

Needless to say the subject of the present notes does not 
come under this category, lor the Chingolo is quite a common 
South American species and, as far as my experience goes, quite 
an easy one to breed. It would not in the least surprise me to 
hear that it has already been bred and possibly several times 
over. Our Editor writes me that he has succeeded in crossing 
this with an allied species. 

I think it has before been remarked in our Magazine that 
the term Song Sparrow is more or less of a misnomer, as applied 
to this species, for its song is certainly not remarkable and it is 
more nearly allied to the Buntings than to the Sparrows. 

I had a couple of Chingolos in a well-shrubbed aviary in 



Digitized by 



Google 



28 Mr. W. E. Teschemaker. 

1905, but they made no attempt to nest. In March, 1906, the 
same birds commenced to carry building materials into a small 
cupressus and, to give them a better chance, I enclosed them 
and the cupressus and a pair of Accentors (which also 
seemed inclined to nest) with some herring netting. It is 
curious that the Accentors, though generally such shy birds, 
nested successfully under these conditions, but the Chingolos at 
once suspended operations. I then removed them to the 
Waxbill's aviary where, to my great astonishment, I one day 
found two nests, within a few inches of one another, one contain- 
ing three and the other two eggs, and one Chingolo sitting in 
each ! In a word they were two hens. 

The sexual characteristics of this species do not seem at 
all well marked. I selected these two birds with some care. 
One was a larger bolder bird and had a much more pronounced 
crest — but it was a hen for all that. 

This season I was not satisfied until I had obtained a bird 
that actually .sang, and then, having caught up one of my last 
year's birds, I was reasonably sure that I had a pair. I really, 
however, can see very little difference between them, so far as 
their outward and visible form is concerned, save that the 
chestnut patch on the neck of the male is certainly brighter. 

As this species has with me proved itself far from amiable 
in general company, I turned them out by themselves in a 
breeding pen this spring. 

In their new quarters the male soon commenced to sing. 
I think the song of this .species must vary a good deal in 
individuals. The Zoological Society turned out a good many 
Chingolos in a pen near the Monkey House this summer, and I 
noticed that several of them were singing quite a bright little 
refrain consisting of a few preliminary .staccato notes and ending 
with a kind of trill, but my bird can only produce a monotonous 
phrase consisting of generally only four notes, sibilant and long 
drawn out, reminding one of the silvery cadence of the Willow 
Warbler. 

. I regret that this season, for the reasons given above, I 
have not been able to enter dates in my note book, but towards 
the middle of July I first noticed the hen sitting. Owing to the 
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awkward position of the nest I could not see exactly how many 
eggs she was incubating, When she had sat three weeks I 
concluded the eggs were unfertile and turned a second hen 
into the enclosure. Apparently on the principle that ** two is 
company : three is none " the original pair fell upon the new 
comer and the following day I had the mortification of removing 
its mangled remains. 

Matters now resumed their former course — the hen sitting 
steadily, the cock singing industriously. 

After incubation had proceeded in this way for a month I 
examined the nest carefully and, to my very great astonishment, 
found that it contained four eggs and two young birds only a few 
days of age I can only explain this by assuming that the hen 
laid three eggs, sat a fortnight, then laid three more eggs and sat 
another fortnight— an event which has never occurred before in 
luy aviaries. 

The eggs I examined in 1906 had a white ground colour, 
but this season's eggs were of a light bluish green with spots and 
blotches of light brown and olive, the spots in some cases 
forming a ring round the larger end of the egg, as with our 
Red-backed Shrike. The eggs are large for the size of the bird. 

The young birds had some whitish down on their heads 
and backs. They grew and feathered very rapidly, the hen 
doing nearly all the feeding, and taking nothing to the young 
but live insect food. 

On leaving the nest the young had the two broad bauds 
on the head dark brown instead of black ; the cheek markings 
and the black stripes behind and below the eye similar to the 
adults, but no chestnut patches on the neck ; the scapulars not 
so boldly striped and instead of the uniform grey tone of the 
breast of the adults, a light brown ground colour closely spotted 
with dark brown, like a Skylark. The head markings soon be- 
came darker, and the spots began to disappear from the lower 
part of the breast. The young very quickly became independent 
and are now flourishing. 

I should think this is a very likely species to have been 
bred as it seems hardy and easily acclimatised, but I have 
not yet been able to hear of a definite instance. Mr. Pocock 
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writes me that the Zoological Society has not yet succeeded in 
producing any young Chingolos. 

P.S. — I see in Dr. Butler's most excellent Handbook on 
•* Foreign Bird Keeping '* the statement that ** the nest is built 
in a depression on the earth : very rarely in a bush or on a 
stump.** The four nests built in my aviaries (and the hen is now 
building a fifth) have all been placed in shrubs about four feet 
from the ground. 

P.S. — Oct. 22. After the fifth nest had been removed this 
hen constructed a sixth at the very highest point in the enclosure, 
7ft. 6in. from the ground, and again laid three eggs. 



ON BREEDING BATHILDA RUFICAUDA. 
By Joan Gladstone. 

I was away from home when the nest was started, and also 
after September 4th, so cannot say very much about the progress 
of the building. The cock had been carrying hay about for some 
time. A small portion of an ant-hill was put in the aviary every 
day, but latterly there have not been many ants* cocoons in the 
heap, so that the birds must have either eaten the ants or the 
other insects found in the earth. 

The parent birds have been in my possession two years and 
have wintered out-of-doors. 

August 13th. Rufous-tails in out-door aviary reported as 

sitting on three eggs ; certainly four or five laid, as ascertained 

later. 

August 19th. One chick hatched. 

August 27th (or about that date) two chicks ; two eggs 
dropped through the very loosely woven hay of the nest, which 
was .shaped rather like an egg standing on its small end, with the 
opening high up on one side facing S.W. It was made of coarse 
hay, lined with moulted Canary feathers and firmly fixed to a big 
Mediterranean heath bu.sh about 4ft. 6in. from the ground. 
Chicks had dark grey down, with black and white speckles on 
the wing-feathers. 

August 31st. Chicks partly feathered, still dark grey with 
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THE TRUMPETER BIRD. 
Psophia crepitans. 
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speckly wings. On a closer inspection there is a brown tinge on 
all except the tips of the wing-feathers. 

September 4th. One chick dead, one left nest. 

September i8th. One chick, as large, if not larger than 
its parents, with yellow brown plumage and black beak, was 
being constantly fed by the cock. It was less yellow in colour 
than the parents and was greyish underneath. Its voice was 
extraordinarily strong and its call for food something between a 
young Canary's squeak and the adult Rufous-tail call-note. 

September 28th. Still being fed by parents. 



THE TRUMPETER BIRD 

{Psophia crepitans). 

By Mrs. Grkgory. 

I have long wanted to possess a Trumpeter Bird and was 
fortunate in securing the only one Mr. Harper brought from 
tropical America last July. Having had it barely three months 
I have much to learn and feel anxious as to how it will stand a 
winter out-of-doors even in a very sheltered garden. I have 
been told that these birds do not live long in England, which, I 
suppose, is the reason why they are difficult to obtain. I cannot 
imagine they would do well in an aviary however large, as they 
require a great deal of exercise and liberty and much attention 
and petting bestowed upon them. My bird is always anxiously 
looking out, and runs to meet me every time I enter the garden, 
and I find it difficult to leave him for many hours. I have read 
of the extraordinary courage of the Trumpeter and have now had 
proof of it. He made himself master of my five Cranes as soon 
as he arrived, not by bullying and worrying them, but simply 
shewing them he would be first. When any grain is thrown, he 
rushes with his beak wide open at each Crane in turn and they 
fly up over his head to escape, and yet he does not care for corn 
but will eat it rather than see them do so. In their own country 
the ** Agami " (as the natives call the Trumpeter Bird) is trained 
to drive sheep and poultry. Perhaps mine has had this training, 
for Mr. Harper tells me it is hand-reared and he procured him 
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from the Aborigines. At any rate be assists energetically in 
driving up tbe Crowned Crane, jumping up at his bead from one 
side to tbe other and even springing on to tbe Crane's back and 
pecking violently at tbe crest feathers if tbe Crane tries to dodge 
back, but be, I am glad to say, has lately bad the sense to go to 
bed earlier and goes to tbe far end of tbe bouse which tbe two 
birds share. Like the Cranes, tbe Trumpeter roosts standing on 
one leg, but not on the ground. He climbs into a pear tree, and 
is anxious to remain out, but, acting on advice, I harden my 
heart and take him down by force in spite of kicks and struggles. 
As a compromise, I have had the branch be prefers cut from the 
tree and put into his house. Referring again to the Trumpeter's 
pluck I have seen it make a rush at a cat and even at a small dog, 
but fortunately their owners came to the rescue. Also he had a 
fight with my Swinboe Pheasant and came oflF with a bleeding 
bead. The photograph gives an excellent idea of his appearance. 
He is not larger than a fowl, but his legs and neck being so 
much longer make him appear tall. The whole plumage is black 
except a sprinkling of feathers on tbe neck and breast which are 
tipped with green changing into violet, according to the light. 
The little soft round head looks as if covered with black plush or 
velvet. Across tbe middle of the back and wing coverts is a 
brownish patch, which passes into ash colour lower down. Tbe 
legs are very faintly tinged with green. Tbe voice of tbe 
Trumpeter is most peculiar, a sort of low hollow sound made 
with the beak shut, when the bird is excited. 

I give it grasshoppers, centipedes, caterpillars, and all tbe 
insects I can get, as it prefers them to any food. Also worms, of 
which it will eat any quantity. It also has boiled rice and hard- 
boiled eggs. Occasionally a little potatoe and banana. 

It is a very clean bird, and follows me into the house and 
from one room to another, often percliing on chairs and tables, 
where it stands preening itself. One of its pretty ways is to 
stand and hold out its bead and neck to be stroked. It will 
remain in this position for some minutes, but moves away 
directly its body is touched. 
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NOTES ON AVICULTURE IN GEORGETOWN, 

DEMERARA. 

By E. William Harper. F.Z.S. 

Perhaps it may not be out of place to remind our readers 
that Georgetown, the chief town of Demerara — ** where the sugar 
<:omes from "—and capital of British Guiana, is situate on the 
<:oast at the mouth of the river Demerara in lat. about 7*^ N. It 
must not, liowever, be conjectured that, from its close proximity 
to the equator, Georgetown is a very hot place ; for, thanks to 
the trade-winds which blow for about ten months in the year, the 
Average temperature is only 84°. During August and September, 
in the absence of the ** trades,** it gets a little hotter ; whilst 
<luring December and January it may be said to be really cold 
at nights, when a blanket may be styled a blessing. Demerara 
is low-lying and therefore damp, with a necessarily humid 
atmosphere. 

Before coming to the birds, I may state that the blacks of 
the colony are not aviculturists — a direct contrast to what one 
£nds in the east, where real enthusiasm and skill amongst the 
natives exist. The visitor to Georgetown is sure sooner or later 
Xo make the acquaintance of a well-known local character, 
jiamely, a Portuguese bird-seller, who meets all mail steamers. 
If he cannot manage to get an interview on the landing-stage, he 
^11 make it his business to tlnd out where you are staying — not 
a difl&cult matter where ** whiles '* are in the minority — and give 
you a call ; when you will have an opportunity of inspecting his 
live-stock, which generally consists, besides birds, of monkeys 
And curios obtained from the aborigines in the interior. The 
small birds are cMifined in cages or *' quakes" — baskets made of 
^ane-work with a mesh varying from half an inch to one inch — 
which are suspended in a row from a bamboo carried horizontally 
in one hand ; in the other hand is generally another bamboo with 
a row of Parrots and Macaws sitting upon it, each tied by one 
leg. Some of the monkeys sit upon the bamboo above the 
" quakes" and cages ; whilst others enjoy more exalted positions 
4ipon the shoulders or head of the vendor. 

To begin with the Parrots : in the general market— where. 
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in addition to provisions, fruit, meat, fish, ice, poultry, etc., birds 
are always on sale — Parrots " in bulk ** (to use a commercial 
expression) are kept by dealers in packing-cases, provided with 
perches and covered with wire netting. Their chief food whilst 
awaiting purchasers consists of sugar-cane and maize ; water, I 
regret to state, is in some cases very seldom given. Considering 
that a sugar-cane about ten feet long and an inch and a half thick 
can be bought for id., this diet is decidedly economical ; it is 
also much relished by the Parrots, which obtain from it food, 
moisture and occupation. That bcte-noire of Parrot-keepers 
— feather-plucking — is seldom seen. The commonest Parrot, 
and I might almost say the commonest cage-bird, in Georgetown 
is the Orange- winged Amazon (Chrysotis amazonica), known 
locally as the **screecher*' — a name which it well deserves. In 
private houses these birds are often chained by one leg to a 
horizontal perch, nailed at right-angles to a board which hangs 
against the wall. They are also confined in circular-topped wire 
cages about fifteen inches in diameter, fitted beneath with an 
outside tin tray, through the turned-up edges of which a metal 
pin Vuns. These excellent cages can be purchased for about 4/- 
each, and last for years. Cheaper Parrot-cages have a solid tin 
top and bottom, with hollow tin bars and sliding door. As 
these have no removable bottom, the bird is able to enjoy a bath, 
from the splashing which takes place during the weekly or 
bi-weekly cleansing of the cage under the water tap. The local 
price of the ** screecher " is about 4/-. Many of them are hand- 
reared by the aboriginal Indians, who bring them down the river 
to town and sell them to local dealers. I once .saw an East 
Indian — an ex-cooly immigrant — with about two dozen adult 
freshly-caught "screechers** in a box expo.sed for sale on the 
foot-path at 2/6 each. They were savage as wolves, *' going for " 
the hand of the intruder with beak and claw. In answer to my 
inquiry as to how he had caught them, the vendor said it was 
done by slipping a noose, attached to the end of a stick, over the 
head of the bird at night as it sat in a tree ; the catcher stealthily 
climbing the tree for the purpose. Whether he was telling the 
truth or not — perhaps looking on me as a rival catcher — I cannot 
say ; but that is the method adopted in catching tree-lizarjis. In 



Digitized by 



Google 



on Aviculture in Georgetown^ Demerara. 35 

addition to sugar cane and maize, private owners also give their 
Parrots red and green capsicum, plantain, and bread soaked in 
coflfee. Plantains are a kind of bananas, but harder and less 
sweet than the latter. There is a foolish superstition amongst 
the natives that bananas prevent linguistic ability in Parrots; 
and that they will kill the bird if persistently given. 

Other Amazons commonly kept are the Yellow- fronted 
(jChrysotis ochrocephala) called the ** Amazon," and the Mealy (C 
fafiftosa) or ** Saurama." 

The Red - vented Parrot (JPionus menstruus), and less 
frequently the Dusky (P, /usctis) and the Black-headed Caique 
{Caica vtelanocephala) — always hand-reared by the aborigines — 
are sometimes on view. A red-vented which I possessed used 
to spend more time outside its cage than in it ; and became 
rather a nuisance by caressing my face when I was asleep. The 
Hawk-headed Caique (JDeroptyus accipitrinus) is rare. One be- 
longing to a negress used to have its liberty in a tree over her 
house ; and although I ofifered her a good price, she refused to 
sell. When I called sometime afterwards to increase my offer, I 
found the bird had died ; and upon my saying ** It serves- you 
right," she acquiesced with a broad grin, disclosing a lovely set 
of teeth. 

There are generally a few Macaws on view, the commonest 
being the Blue and Yellow {Ata araraimd), I had one which 
was so tame it would follow me about outside. A fine pair of 
the Red and Blue (/4. macao') are at liberty in the splendid 
Botanical Gardens ; spending the day in the trees, and retiring 
at night to the shelter of an aviary. The Red and Yellow {A. 
chloroptera), Hahn*s (/4. hah^ii), and another small green species 
called the **Eta" Macaw (named A, macavuanna in the local 
museum, but which I have been unable to verify elsewhere) are 
also occasionally to be seen. Two young ones of the last-named 
species were fed for weeks and reared by my tame Red- vented 
Parrot, already mentioned ; and very comical it was to see them 
running about the floor after their smaller foster-parent, which 
regurgitated the food for their benefit in proper parrot fashion. 

Of Conures, the Yellow (^Conurus solstitialis), called locally 
the ** kissi-kissi," and the Blue- winged (Pyfrhura picta) or 
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** scaly-breasted" are amongst those species sometimes kept. The 
commonest is the Brown -throated (C cerugtnostis), ^\i\ch is some- 
times hawked about the streets in a freshly-caught condition, 
and can be observed flying in small flocks just outside the town. 
The Golden-winged Parrakeet (^Brotogerys tuipara), so destructive 
to the woodwork of cages, is not uncommon. The Guiana 
Love Birds {Psittaaila guianensis) appear to be all imported from 
the neighbouring colony of Dutch Guiana : they breed freely in 
captivity in quite small cages, the cock being very fussy when 
he becomes a father. Although owing to the ** .safety in 
numbers** several dozen may be put together, yet two pairs in one 
cage cannot agree, as I proved to my cost — one cock promptly 
killing the other. A few African Greys are occasionally 
imported, either direct from West Africa by sailing-ship, or vi& 
Madeira. 

The Toucans, called locally "bill birds'* — those beaky 
birds reminding one so much of the Hornbills of the Old World 
— should perhaps be mentioned next. Dealers tell me that 
they do not find a ready sale ; but young hand-reared birds are 
occasionally seen. It is astonishing how tame these birds 
become : I have seen one, which was allowed its liberty in a 
small garden, hopping into a crowded street in which trams were 
continously passing. One which I possessed was allowed to 
come out of its cage daily to bathe in a wash-hand basin ; at 
night it roosted upon a towel-horse, turning its tail over its back 
in true Toucan fashion. The two species most often met with are 
the Sulphur-and-white-breasted {Ramphasios viielliniis) and the 
Toco (^. ioco). 

Next to the Parrots in point of favour as cage birds come 
the Finches. They are generally kept in well-made wire cages, 
each provided with a sliding drawer at one end for seed, and a 
wooden false- bottom. Sand is never given. On one occasion 
I was explaining to a man how important it was that Finches 
should be supplied with sand, when he replied quite seriously, ** I 
think they prefer seed ! ** It may surprise our members to hear 
that owing to a specific duty on bird-seed, canary-seed is retailed 
in Georgetown at 5d. and 6d. per lb. Cages containing small 
birds can safely be hung out of doors in Demerara, owing to the 
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absence of Crows and Kites, which make such a proceeding 
impossible in the Eastern tropics. Though somewhat of a 
digression, it may be mentioned that there are no Sparrows in 
the Colony. After not having seen them for over three years, 
they now appear larger to me than formerly — certainly their 
impudence has not decreased. Bird-lime — the milky exudation 
from a tree — and trap cages are the means of capture principally 
adopted. This local bird-lime has the disadvantage that, unless 
it is removed at once with oil, the birds' feet are liable to suflfer 
on account of its irritating properties. 

The seed-eater most commonly kept is the Field Saffron 
Finch (Sycalts arvefisis), with its rasping song, like the running 
down of a watch-spring. This bird is known locally as the 
"colony canary" and "bastard canary." The mortality amongst 
freshly-caught seed-eaters is considerable, owing to their being 
fed immediately after capture upon hard seed, instead of first 
softening it by soaking in water. Another fatal practice is that 
of overcrowding the cages so that the drinking water becomes 
fouled. 

Undoubtedly the best songster in the colony is the Thick- 
billed Seed Finch {Orizoborus crassirosiris) or ** twa-twa " ; and a 
good performer fetches a high price. Although this species 
prefers paddy-rice to canary seed it is thoughtlessly fed upon the 
latter : in spite of the fact that the former, being grown upon the 
spot, is only about a fourth the price. Old male " twa-twas" are 
black with light-coloured beaks ; old females are brown, also 
with light beaks. The young of both sexes are brown with black 
beaks. The colour-change in the males takes place apparently 
at the age of about a year, or perhaps a few months less; the 
black appearing gradually in a patchy manner. Almost like an 
undersized ** twa-twa" in build, but with a chestnut-breast and 
abdomen, is the ** towa-towa" or Tropical Seed Finch (O. iorridus). 
Like the young ** twa-twa" the immature ** towa-towa " is brown, 
and the song of the latter, though not equalling that of its larger 
relation, is still very sweet. 

The genus Spermophila contains some interesting and 
favourite species: the White-throated Finch or ** ring-neck" (5*. 
albigularis) \ the Lavender-backed Finch or "blue-back" (5. 
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castaneivenlris) ; the Fire-red Finch (5. minuta) ; the Lined Finch 
(5'. lineola)\ and the Black-headed Lined Finch (6". ocellaia). 
The two last named are called ** moustache birds** ; whilst the 
whole of the genus are spoken of as ** grass-birds." The imma- 
ture males of all the five species just mentioned are brown, vary- 
ing somewhat in intensity ; the three first-mentioned species sing. 
By the bye, natives of Demerara speak of singing as ** rattling/' 
Although our Magazine does not cater for Canaries, these 
notes would not be complete without including these ubiquitous 
birds ; their chief admirers appear to be the Portuguese — of 
whom there is quite a large population in the colony — who im- 
port the birds in cane cages from Madeira. Along with the 
Canaries come a few Goldfinches from the same island. 

(To be continued). 



BREEDING OF THE ROULROUL 
OR RED-CRESTED WOOD-PARTRIDGE. 

Rollulus roulrouL 
By Sir William Ingram, Bart. 

I believe it may safely be said that until my two Roulroul 
Partridges hatched their chicks no young of this rare species 
had ever been seen by a civilized human being. I have been 
informed that eggs have been produced in this country (at the 
Zoological Gardens), but in this case the female would not 
incubate them. 

My two birds were bought from a dealer in Marseilles in 
1905, and in 1906 laid four eggs which were successfully hatched, 
but all four chicks were a few days afterwards destroyed by rats. 

This year, the parents again succeeded in hatching three 
young birds, two of which, unfortunately, died a few days after 
leaving the eggs, but one survived for over three weeks. I 
attribute the death of this last bird to unsuitability of food, no 
ants* eggs being procurable, or perhaps the excessive heat may 
have been the cause of their decease. 

The parents have lived since I bought them in one of my 
aviaries at Monte Carlo. They are not very shy birds except 
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perhaps during the breeding season. The female constructs a 
curious domed nest, which is very cunningly concealed among 
the grasses and brushwood of the aviary. The dome is 
considerably flattened with a small and proportionately low 
aperture. It is constructed of dry grasses and as in the last 
nest, of fronds of dead palm leaves. 

Once the female has completed her nest the male keeps as 
far as possible from his partner's abode, and leaves all the sitting 
to his mate. She seldom leaves the nest and then only for a 
very short time, always closing up the entrance during her 
absence. 

It is after eighteen days* incubation that the chicks 
emerge from their eggs, and when first born are sweet little 
fluffy beings of a dark chocolate colour. Although the head of 
one that died a day after its birth shewed indications of a reddish 
tinge when under close inspection, the chick, of which an 
illustration is given, is the one that survived over three weeks, 
and I infer it may have been a female as I could find no indica- 
tion of reddish colour on its head ; this, I should say, is confined 
to the male chicks. 

Both parents fed the young, food being taken from their 
beaks when they had picked up any dainty bit. the while calling 
their little ones with a low-tuned chirp. 

In the week before the death of the last chick, the female 
Roulroul built three more nests, all domed like the one in 
which the bird deposited her eggs. Could these have been 
constructed as hiding places for her baby? They certainly were 
not used for a second clutch of eggs, as the female had not begun 
to lay again. 

I hope next year I may be more successful. A good 
supply of fresh ants* eggs shall be ready, one or two eggs shall 
be reserved for an incubator, and an attempt to hand-rear them 
made in the same way that Mr. Seth-Smith did so successfully 
with his Hemipodes. 

In the three-week-old chick the quill feathers were so well 
advanced that I have little doubt, even at this early age, it could 
fly well as is the case with the precocious young of many other 
Oallinaceous birds. The rectrices were also developed. The 
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nestling down was a uniform dark chocolate brown, but the 
wing feathers were faintly barred, and the secondaries and coverts 
being tipped with white, indicating a mottled appearance in the 
first plumage. Legs and bill were bright red. 



NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS, ETC. 



THE SEXING OF LIVING BIRDS. 

The difificulty of determining the sex of those birds in 
which the phimage is superficially alike in both male and female 
is one that troubles the majority of aviculturists perhaps as 
frequently as any other matter that may arise in connection with 
their hobby. What can be more annoying, after having paid a 
high price for a couple of very rare birds which it is hoped, in 
course of time to breed, than to discover that both belong to the 
same sex? With many birds, of course, the sexes, when adult, 
are perfectly distinct, but in such cases the young males often 
resemble the female, and the tyro may find that after a time his 
** hen " commences to show bright feathers, and eventually 
** turns into a cock." In other species, such as the Weavers, the 
males assume their characteristic plumage only for a certain 
period of each year, at other times being more or less similar to 
the females. 

Thus the aviculturist, unless he is quite experienced, is 
beset with difficulties and may very easily make mistakes in 
selecting his birds if he relies upon his own judgment, or the 
word of the dealer from whom he purchases. 

Dr. Butler, who is always ready to help in avicultural 
matters, has spared no pains in the preparation of one of the 
most useful helps to the aviculturist that has appeared for a 
long time. ** How to Sex Cage Birds" (**The Feathered 
World'' office, 9, Arundel Street, W.C, price 3/6), deals with 
every species that the ordinary mortal is likely to come across 
and many more as well, and where there is a means of dis- 
tinguishing the sexes the author has pointed it out. 

In preparing the work Dr. Butler has not relied entirely 
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upon his own extensive knowledge of living birds, he has con- 
sulted all the reliable books that could in any way help him, and 
has gone through the splendid series of specimens in the British 
Museum. We have the greatest pleasure and confidence in 
recommending this little book to our members, and can assure 
them that they really ought to have it. 



CAGE BIRD TRAFFIC IN THE UNITED STATES. 

We have received a pamphlet, published by the United 
States Department of Agriculture and written by Mr. Henry 
Oldys, relating to the traffic in Cage Birds in the United States,, 
which is instructive and interesting reading. Aviculture is quite 
in its infancy amongst the Americans, and there is very little 
interest taken in the breeding of foreign species if we may judge 
from the meagre list given of the species that have bred there ; 
nevertheless the interest is certainly increasing and there is a 
rapidly growing demand for rare birds. 

Canaries, of course, form the bulk of the cage birds 
imported into the United States, nearly 278 thousand being 
received, mostly from Germany, in the year ending June 30th, 
1906. In the same year some fifty thousand "miscellaneous'*^ 
birds arrived, of which some 6,000 were Parrots (including 
Lories, Parrakeets, &c.). The number of Budgerigars imported 
was 5,387, a few of which were of the yellow variety. 

The Java Sparrows imported reached a total of 6,285^ 
Liothrix 4,539- 

On the whole the prices of the common foreign birds are 
much higher in the United States than in Europe, which possibly 
partly accounts for the small amount of interest taken in 
aviculture in the United States compared with the Old World. 

The author of the report, in concluding, deals with the 
opportunity for American enterprise that is presented by the 
fact that so many birds can be bred in captivity, and the large 
and rapidly growing demand that is springing up for cage birds 
in the United States. At present this demand is satisfied by 
importation from abroad, but it is suggested that the industry of 
raising birds might be established, and the American market 
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supplied by American breeders. The pamphlet contains a very 
good coloured plate of a Black-headed Gouldian Finch, which 
the author calls a ** Lady Gould Finch.*' 



OWLS OF THE NEARCTIC REGIONS. 

The Eleventh Annual Report of the New York Zoological 
Society contains a very interesting paper on Owls by Mr. Beebe. 
It is divided into two parts, the first giving an account of Owls 
in general, in which the author deals exhaustively with their 
habits, structure, and so forth ; the second being a special 
account of the Owls of the Nearctic region, most of the 
American species being figured from photographs. 

** Only in the last few years,** the author remarks, ** when 
our grain crops reach from ocean to ocean, and the devastation 
of hordes of mice have touched one of the deepest chords of man*s 
nature — bis purse — is the Owl getting due credit for his value and 
economic importance. If every Owl on our Continent was 
suddenly swept out of existence, it is doubtful if, after a few years, 
a single crop of grain could be raised successfully. It would take 
the mice and other rodents and many injurious insects little time 
to confine all their ravages to the hours of darkness. Hawks 
would in such an event become almost useless to man, and though 
weasels and minks might increase prodigiously, yet without the 
deadly sweep of the Owl, the mice would soon overrun the land.*' 

Dealing with Owls in captivity an interesting point is 
mentioned regarding the Snowy Owl ; special arrangements, we 
are told, must be made for the birds during the moult, in a hot 
climate, ** they will not moult well or live long if compelled to 
endure the heat of our southern summer, but if confined to a 
large flying cage in a cool, dark cellar, every feather will be 
moulted in as perfect condition as if they had spent the preceding 
months in their native tundras of the Arctic zone.** 
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STRAY NOTES BY THE EDITOR. 



The experiment, organized by members of the Avicultnral Society, 
of liberating a number of Crested and other species of foreign doves in the 
Zoological Gardens, seems to have been quite a success, so far at least as 
the Crested species (Ocyphaps lophotes) is concerned. These birds have 
apparently bred freely during the summer, one nest, in a tree near the 
Goose paddocks having produced at least three pairs of young birds. The 
keeper who feeds the doves told the writer that one morning no less than 
fourteen Crested Doves were feeding together on the corn he had thrown 
down. They allowed him to approach to within a few yards, and he esti- 
mated that about half of these were young birds. 

The Roulronl Partridge, or Red-crested Wood-Partridge, of whose 
nesting habits in captivity Sir William Ingram gives so interesting an 
account in this month's Avicultnral Magazine is perhaps the most beautiful 
Partridge in existence. The prevailing colour is bright green, with a steel 
blue gloss in the male ; the wings are rich brown, and the head black, but 
ornamented with a long hairy maroon-coloured crest and a white band 
between the eyes. It is a purely forest-loving species, inhabiting Siani, the 
Malay Peninsula, Java and Borneo, and in a wild state it lives on berries, 
seeds, green food of various kinds and insects. So far as I am aware na 
account of the nest has previously been published. 

A Correspondent of The Standard who, if I mistake not, is a welt 
known Zoological writer and a member of the Avicultural Society, des- 
cribing Herr Fockleniann*s interesting collection of wild animals, etc., at 
Hamburg writes: — "Of late there has been in England a quite justifiable 
outcry against the condition of some of the bird shops. If all such estab- 
lishments were conducted on similar lines to those adopted at Gross- 
Borstel there would be no cause for complaint. The guiding principles are 
extremely simple — ample space, absolute cleanliness, and plenty of fresh 
air." Let us hope that the English dealers will take the hint. 

In Canary and Cage Bird-Life of September 20, a correspondent 
records the successful breeding of Avadavats in his outdoor aviary, three 
young birds being reared. 

** The birds built a domed nest of dry grasses, warmly lined with 
feathers in the outer portion of the aviary some time about the end of July, 
in a small privet bush, thick with undergrowth, about 6in. from the ground, 
and laid lour small white eggs, three of which proved fertile." 

The young birds, up to about nineteen days were fed by both parents, 
chiefly on insect food, which they caught amongst the vegetation in the 
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aviary aud living auU* cocoous which their owner supplied. Three young 
left the nest on September 5th, when eighteen or nineteen days old, and 
were seeu to feed themselves on September 14th. 



CORRESPONDENCE, NOTES. ETC. 



THE KING IBIS. 

Sir, — I enclose a photo, of a pair of King Ibis, or Warty-headed Ibis 
{Inocotis papillosus)t which I have this summer obtained from India. I 
understand these birds are rarely kept iu this country, though I may be 
wrong. 

The large white patch on the wing-shoulder (hardly visible iu the 
l)ird on the left side of the photo.), is very conspicuous when the birds fly. 
The rest of the plumage is brown and dark purple green. The head is 
nude and covered on the top with red dots. The birds are considerably 
larger than the Glossy Ibis. 

I am told they ought to be omnivorous, but my birds much prefer 
meat to anything else. I have attempted to get them to eat meal, etc., by 
mixing it up with the meat, but this is a failure, as they carefully take each 
piece of meat and wash it iu their little pond before eating. 

Like other Ibises they are very fond of perching, and of course 

take small gravel. They seem of an entirely peaceable disposition, aud 

their quaint ways are very interesting. What will be the result upon 

them of an English winter remains to be seen. They revel in full sunshiue. 

However, as they are now in excellent health aud have a good shelter-shed 

facing South, I am hoping for the best. 

C. Barnby Smith. 

TANAGERS, ETC. 

Sir, — In Vol. VI. {First Series), pages IQ3 and 212 of Aviculinral 
Magazine peat moss litter is recommended as being good to cover the 
bottoms of cages or aviaries in which are kept soft food birds, and a certain 
firm is mentioned as supplying a special kind for this purpose. I recently 
wrote to the said firm asking about this peat moss but received no reply. 

My reason for troubling j-ou with this note is to enquire whether you 
could kindly tell me of anyone selling this stuff. I have five Tanageis of the 
small sorts, e.g. Superb, Emerald-grass, Violet, etc. which I am at present 
keeping in a cage 5ft. long, 2ft. wide, 3ft. high, back of wood which extends 
to about 9in. on two ends and top. Sand, I found is of no use for these 
birds, and sifted earth is not much better. 

Whilst ou this topic I am anxious, if possible, to ascertain the best 
mixture for these birds ; that sold by Abrahams I notice often mentioned 
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iu the Magazine. I have given Arthur's mixture mixed with potato aud 

•carrot to my Tauagers, aud this they sometimes eat aud sometimes will not 

touch ; but I notice these birds greatly differ in their tastes for food. 

I am hoping next year to build an outdoor aviary for Tanagers only. 

At present in an outdoor aviary with a shelter I have several Gouldians and 

a pair of Bullfinches, these latter always go to the shelter at night whilst 

the Gouldians remain out amongst the bushes; this I suppose does not 

matter, as they choose it of their own will. 

A. AlTCHISON (F.Z.S.) 

The follozvin^ reply has been setit to Mr, AUchison : 

I never use peat moss litter myself and have no idea where you could 
get it. I always recommend sea-sand (the sharp sand used by builders) for 
all kinds of birds : I find that it suits my Tanagers very well, although 
naturally they make it pretty wet with their daily bath. Would not cocoa- 
uut fibre answer your purpose? 

Although, as a rule, Tanagers eat very little beyond the egg and ants* 
«ggs ill ail insectivorous mixture, I give mine the same food which I provide 
for all my insectivorous birds, viz. — two parts crumbled stale household 
bread, one part powdered biscuit, one part egg (either preserved or hard- 
boiled and crushed through a masher) and one part Trower's "Improved 
Cecto *' or ** Century Food.** I also give at this season ripe pear and banana 
and later ripe orange and banana daily. Occasionally insects in some form 
are given alive, or, if a bird gets out of condition, one or two spiders. Thus 
fed I have kept two cock Scarlet Tanagers since 1897 and an Archbishop 
Tanager since the end of 1903 in perfect condition. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Abrahams have passed into another state of 
•existence, I don*t suppose the food is now obtainable. 

I think if you were to stick some dense brush-wood in the sheltered 
part of your aviary, you would find that theOouldian Pinches would prefer 
that to bushes iu the open; mine have always done so. 

A. G. BuTf.ER. 

HABITS OF THE CUCKOO. 

Sir,— With reference to the interesting article on the Cuckoo, by Mr. 
Dalgliesh, in last month's Avicnltural Magazine, I venture to give you some 
notes regarding the habits of the Cuckoo which I have observed personally. 

Some years ago I collected eggs and consequently was always look- 
ing for nests. There was a long hedge which was a favourite nesting place 
for many small birds, especially Hedge Sparrows and Greenfinches. With 
regard to Cuckoos sucking eggs, I feel quite certain that it does so. I have 
seen a Cuckoo flying along this hedge and stopping now and then, and 
on looking at all the nests in it, in the hope of finding a Cuckoo's egg, I 
found almost all the eggs, in the various nests, sucked, and as there were 
no other birds, such as Jays and Magpies, iu the neighbourhood which suck 
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eggs, and no other creature about the place likely to do such a thing I 
came to the conclusion that it was the Cuckoo which had sucked thetu. 

Another thing one would like to know, and that is how many eggs 
does a Cuckoo lay ? I remember finding four in nests comparatively near 
one another, exactly alike and, as far as I could judge, laid respectively on 
the lotli, i6th, 19th and 21st of June. The one found on the i6th was 
considerably incubated, so it was probably laid a few days earlier. I feel 
certain that all these were laid by the same bird. These were all in Hedge- 
Sparrows' nests and were brownish-grey in colour. Of course the bird may 
have laid several more, both before and after. 

As to the colour of the Cuckoo's egg resembling that of the foster 
parent, as far as my experience goes, they very rarely do so. I have found 
a good many, and none of them resembled the foster parent's egg with the 
exception of one I found in a Pied Wagtail's nest, most of the others were 
found in Hedge Sparrow nests and were grey like a Pied Wagtail's or 
brownish grey. I found one once in a Thrush's nest, another in Chaffinch's 
nest after the young Chaffinchs' had flown, one or two in Robin's nests but 
not in the least resembling Robin's eggs, and one in a Tree Pipit's nest 
whose eggs were of the red variety, the Cuckoo's being grey. 

I think, as Mr. Dalgleish remarks, the probability is that the Cuckoo 
could not find any suitable nest and was forced to make use of any one she 
could find, and in this neighbourhood there never was much choice. 

H. JONKS (Major). 



POST MORTEM EXAMINATIONS. 

RULES. 
Kach bird must be forwarded, as soon after death as possible, carefully packed and post- 
age paid, direct to Mr. Arthur Gill, lyauherue, Bexley Heath, Kent, and must be 
accompanied by a letter containing the fullest particulars of the case, and a Jee 
of 1/- for each bird. If a reply by post is required a fee of 2/6 must be enclosed. 
Domestic poultry, pigeons, and Canaries can only be reported on by post. 

BI.UE Breasted Waxbili,. (The Hon. Mary C. Hawke). The bird died 

of apoplexy. 
CoCKATiEi^ (Miss Drunimond). The bird died of concussion of the brain 

due to direct injury to the skull. 
Hanging Pakkakeet. (Mr. Tinniswood Miller). Liver disease of long 

standing. A hen. 
Answered by post : 
Mr. Deix. 
Mr. Arthur. Arthur Gill. 
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Royal 8vo. Price 40/- . 

With 20 Superb Coloured Plates, figuring 33 species 
and numerous text illustrations. 

The Standard Work on the 
smaller Parrots, 

PAEKAKEETS, 



BEING 



A Handbook to tbe Imported Species, 

— BY — 

DAVID SETH-SMITH, F.Z.S., M.B.O.U. 



••The exceedingly beautiful work on Parrakeets by Mr. 
Seth-Smith has now been published in a complete form. It is 
one of the most interesting books devoted to what is termed 
aviculture that has appeared, and gives as far as can be done in a 
work of ihis character not only the most practical mode of 
keeping the birds, bnt a vast amount of scientific information in 
a popular and readable form." — The Field, 

** The work is the most complete and satisfactory treatise 
which has ever been published in English, dealing with any 
group of birds from the avicultural standpoint. It is an absolute 
necessity for every lover of Parrakeets. We hope that the 
author will see his way to deal with other groups in a similar 
style.*'— ^jW Notes, 



R. H. PORTER, 7, Princes St-, Cavendish 5q. 
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Notices to MKMBHRS—fConHnued from opposite page) , 

Two siz-feet flight cages, with stand, straight wires half-inch apart, made 
by cage-maker, light, good condition, 50/- the lot, or will exchange for 
good lien Violet-eared Waxbill. 

Phii^wpps, 26, Cromwell Grove, Hammersmith. 

Advertiser, due home next March, will endeavour to bring Indian birds if 
suitable offers are received in time to collect them. See advt. in October 
number. Capt. Pkrreau, 4th Gurkas, Bakloh, Punjab, India. 

Vols. I., II., III., IV., New Series, Avicultural Magazine, bound in art cloth, 
(new) £^. W. T. Cati,eugh, Clyffe, Richmond Park, Bournemouth. 

Varied Lorikeet (Plihsclera versicolor) cock bird, in perfect health and 
plumage, 50/-, or would pay same price for guaranteed hen. Wauted 
pair Chinese Painted Quails, g^uaranteed, and pair of Parrot Finches. 
W. R. Tempi^E, Ormonde, Datchet, Bucks. 

Pair Satin Bower-birds, cock perfect adult plumage, hen little rough, but 
perfectly healthy, £^ ; cock Barraband's Parrakeet, perfect adult 
plumage, £2\ adult pair Brush Bronzewing Pigeons, 35/-; young cock 
Harlequin Quails, 5/- each ; Diamond Doves, Yellow-runiped Finches, 
cock Crimson Finch, hen Bauer's Parrakeet, cock Chinese Quails. 

D. Seth-SmiTh, 14, Canning Road, Croydon. 

Soft-bills for Exhibition. — Note: Advertiser has this season reared from 
nest with **Life,'* and a few live insects, about 250 soft-bills, including 
such uncommon birds as Wood Warblers, Nightjars, Tree Creepers, 
Reed Warblers, Green Woodpeckers, Golden-crested Wrens, Wrynecks, 
Nightingales, and many other delicate feeders, all are in perfect 
condition. One Nightjar advertiser has kept for 15 months and success- 
fully moulted in captivity. " Life,'* the celebrated food for all 
insectivorous birds, both British and Foreign, 2/- per lb., post free, to 
be obtained from P. F. M. Gai^loway, Caversham, Reading. 

Wanted hen Pennant Parrakeet for aviary, must be in perfect condition and 
just come to maturity ; also hen Eos rubra or E. reiiculaia, acclimatized. 
E. J. Brook, Hoddon Castle, Ecclefechan. 



Digitized by 



Google 



III. 

NoTtCBS TO MHUBftRS—r Coniinu€d from page it, of covert, 
NEW MEMBERS. 

Mr. Hknry W1LI.FOKD; Haven Street, Ryde, I. of W. 

Mr.- Francis J. Perbgrinb Birch ; Old End, Ashdown Forest, Sussex 

Mr. Krnhst Arthur Granvili^b Box; 28, Gar5eld Road, 

Lavender Hill.S.W. 
Mrs. K. Warrbn Vbrnon ; Toddington Manor, Dnnstable, Bedfoidshire. 
The Honble. Vioi.KT Mii«i,br; Wilderness, Sevenoaks. 



CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION. 



Herr August Fockki.mann; Tierpark, Orass-Borstt-l. Hanilnirg. 

Proposed by Mr. Hknry SCHKRRKN. 

Mr. Thomas Curtis; 67, Frith Street, Solio Square, W. 

Proposed by Dr. HUTI.KR. 

Mr. KoBKRT Gkbkn; Covent Garden, London. 

Proposed by Mr. HuGH Wokmai.D. 



ILLUSTRATION FUND. 

i s. d. 
Mr. K.J. Brook.. .. 500 

Mrs. Johnstone .. .. o 10 o 

Mr. C. Isaac .. .. o 10 o 

Mr. W. H. lirowning .. 200 

Mr. Harry Mitchell .. 100 

Mr. H. L. Sich .. .. o 10 o 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. 

Mrs. Barbkr io The Villa, Wirton, Nayland, Suffolk. 
Mr. A. E. BoOTHROYD io Ford Street, Soulhport. 



MEMBERS' SALE AND EXCHANGE COLUMN. 

The charge for private advertisements is sixpkncb kor KiOHTKKAf 
WORDS OR LKss. and one penny Jor every additional tfiree words or less. 
Advertisements must reach the Eoitok on or before the 26th of the 
tHonlh. The Council reserve the right of tejustng any advei tisement 
they may consider undesirable. 

Cock Palceotnis longicamia (Malaccan Parrakeet) 42/-. Waiitet.l hen /*. 
^ri//5 (Afiicjin Rin>;-neck). 

Hon. and Rev. Canon DuTTON, Bibury Vicaiaj^e, I'ldi ford. 

Avicnltural Magazine. Vol. II. complete, nnlmund, price 36; Nos. i and 6 
of Vol. I., price 1/6. C. P. .Arthur, MelkKliani. 

(Continued on opposite page J. 



Digitized by 



Gopgle 



JOHN D. HAMLYN, 

NATURALIST, 

221, St 6eorge*s Street East, London 



THE ACTUAL IMPORTER OF 

RARE FOREIGN BIRDS & ANIMALS 

DIRECT FROM OUR 

Indian, Australian, and African Empires. 



Absolutely THE ONLY DEALER who attends Shipping at 

London, Southampton, Plymouth, Antwerp, Bordeau , 

Havre, and Marseilles. 

REFRRKNCKvS TO KVRRY AMATKUR OK NOTK. 

LIST ON APPLICATION. 



TROWER & CO., 

WHOLESALE SEED MERCHANTS and 

BIRD FOOD SPECIALISTS, 
442, CALEDONIAN ROAD, London N. 

EXTRA LARGE SPANISH CANARY SEED. 
CHOICE GERMAN SUMMER RAPE SEED 



Finest Selected Seeds lor ail kinds of Ca^e or Aviary Birds 

British, Forkign, and Canariks, 



As •uppliad by u» to th« leading Fanciers and Exhibitors at tha Crystal Palaoa and 
other Shows. PRICE LIST. SAMPLES FREE. 



Mealworms, Ants* Kggs, Dried Flies, etc., of the fiuast qtiality. 



" CBCTOi** ^he best Insectivorous Food on llie Market, t/4 per Ih. 
Ground Silk Worm Pupae, imported at frequent intervals from Italy. 
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*^ All Subscri|»tlons 

should b« mmnt t« tli« Honorary Businoso Soorotary. 

THE AVICULTURAL SOCIETY. 



Peraous wi8hiii|( to join the Avicultural Sociaxv are requested to 
coiiitiiuiiicale with either of the Hon. Secretaries or the Editor. 

NOTICES TO MEMBERS. 

The Subscription to the Avicultural Society is 10/- per anuum, <iue on 
tlie ist of Noveui)>er in each year, and is payable in odvance. The entrance 
fee is IO/6. The Avicultural MagiiziHt is sent free to mettihers monthly. 
Members joining at any time (luring the year are entitled to the hack 
numbers u>r the current year, on the payment of entrance feo and 
anbscription. 

All AISS. for fubiicttiion in tht Magawu^ Books for Review^ and F*rrma4 
Advoriisemetits should be addressed to the Editor, pro. tem.^ Dr. A. G. 
BuTLBR, 124, Beckenhani Koad, Beckenham, Kent. 

All Quefits respecting Birds (except past marUm cases) should be 
addressed to the Honorary Correspondence Secretary, Dr. A. G. BuTr.KR, 
134. Beckenhani Road, Beckenhani, Kent. 

All othgr corrtspittuietue^ and Suhstriptiofu^ should lie sent to the 
Honorary Business Secretary, Mr. T H. Nbwman, Newlands, Harrowdene 
Road, Wembley, Middlesex. Any change of address should be at once 
notified to him. 

Advice is given, *r P**^^* ^y members of the Council to meiubers of 
the Society, upon all subjects connecte<l with Foreign and British birds. 
All queries are to l>e ad<lressed to the Hou. Correspondence Secretarr 
and sliould contain a penny stamp. Those marked *' Private " will not 
he published. 

The Magazine is published by Mr. K. H. Portur (7. Princes Street. 
Cavendish Square, W.) to whom all orders for extra copies, back nuniliers. 
and bound vohnnes (accompanied by remittance) shoulcl be addressed. 

Cases for binding Vol. IV., New Seiies, of the Ms^azine (in art cloth, 
with gold block on side) can l>e obtained from the Publisher, post free ami 
carefully packed, at 1/6 each ; or the Publisher will undertake the biiifling 
of the Volume for 2/6, plus 8d. for packing and postage. All orders must 
be accompanied by a remittance in full ; and members are reqneste<1 10 
state whether they want the wrappers and advertisements l>ound in at the 
end or not. 

BOUND COPIKS OP THK •* AVICUI/llIRAI, MA(;AZINK.*' 

The following chii l>e obtained from the Publisher at the price.K }(iv«n 
below. Po.stHge 6<1. ]>er volume extra : 
Vol. II., 6/- to nieni)>ers ; 8 6 to the public. 
Vols. V. to VII., 10/6 each to niembeis ; 12 6 each to the public. 
Vol. VIII., 14/- to members; 17/6 to the public. 
Vols. I. to IV., New Series, (sets only) £^ net lo ineiiil)ers: ^5 to the public. 
Vol.11. „ .. 16/. „ 21/- 

Vol. III. „ ., 16/. „ 21/- 

Vol. IV. „ „ 16/. „ 21/- 

Vol. V. .. „ 16/- „ 21/- 

CufretU .Monthly Numbers 1/6 each (except in special case.s, such as the 
Number contHiiiing the Li.st t)f Members, Index, etc., when the Com- 
mittee may increa.se the piice), by post 1/7; for back Nunil>er8 a higher 
price is charged accoriliiig 10 circunisiances. 
Vols. I., lU. A IV., Hie oui of prim. Second-hand cooies simietiiiMss 
reach the Publisher, to whom application shouUl tie niHtie. 

^Continued on page iii. 0/ covet). 
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THE BLUEBIRD. 

Sialia sialis (Linn.) 

By C. William Beebe, 
Curator of Ornithology ; New York Zoological Park, 

To write an essay on the Bluebird is like attempting to 
describe the face of a dear friend ; it is so familiar, so much of 
its charm has always been taken for granted, that it is difl&cult to 
translate into definite words and phrases. In the north-eastern 
part of the United States the Bluebird is the true harbinger of 
spring and its beauty of colour and note, together with its 
friendly habits and love of human habitations endear it to all 
lovers of birds wherever it is found. The appearance of the 
Bluebird, or Blue Robin as it is called by foreign dealers, is too 
well known to require description. Some one has truly said that 
from its back it reflects the colour of the sky ; from its breast, 
the earth. 

In the latitude of New York City, Bluebirds may be 
observed every month in the year, but those seen in winter are 
in silent restless flocks, constantly on the move, ever in search of 
the half frozen berries which mean life itself at this bleak season. 
The fruit of the poison ivy, catbrier and bittersweet, and the 
bluish clusters of the cedar are all eagerly eaten. In the southern 
states the berries of the mistletoe are a favourite item of the 
Bluebirds diet. 

When the first warm days of early March loosen the 
icicles and soften the snow, the throat of the Bluebird feels the 
thawing and the first notes of the season are heard. This 
familiar call-note has well been named the ** violet of sound.*' 
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It is a soft sweet warble of two or three syllables, almost im- 
possible to put into words but easy to imitate by whistling. 

Soon the winter flocks pass northward but we never miss 
them for their place is taken by others from the south, and this 
all but imperceptible shifting migration goes on until one morn- 
ing we see a pair of Bluebirds flying about the hollow in the old 
apple tree, and we know that the summer residents have arrived. 

The courtship is ardent but quickly over and both sexes 
begin to carry grasses and feathers to the hollow limb or bird- 
box selected as a nesting site. Tlie song is far from elaborate, 
being only variations on the call-note, its charm due to the 
softness and richness of the mellow tones. With the coming of 
insect life the Bluebird changes its diet and becomes wholly 
insectivorous. Its favourite haunt is a more or less open, field- 
like country with scattered bushes and trees. From the summit 
of a fence-post or low bush it watches the grass and at intervals 
flies down, snatches a grasshopper or beetle, and is back again. 

If a bird box with a hole in the side is set up on a fence or 
tree it is almost sure to be occupied by a pair of these birds, 
except where English Sparrows are numerous. Then the Blue- 
birds have but small chance, and are usually driven away. 

About mid-April the warblings of the male cease — a sign 
that the bird has a nest near at hand. In June, after the young 
have flown, a brief second season of song may accompany the 
rather perfunctory renewal of courtship at this time. Even a 
third brood is not rare, and with the great mortality due to cats, 
small boys, the elements and other factors of the environment, 
three broods are none too many to perpetuate the species. Four 
to six pale bluish white eggs are laid. The same nesting site is 
reoccupied year after year by the same birds, when by a stroke of 
good fortune these survive the perils of the southward migration. 
The young birds, as is well-known, clearly reveal their 
turdine relationship by the spots and mottlings- on breast and 
back. They linger for some time in the vicinity of their home 
and occasionally a youngster of the first brood, still in his juvenile 
dress, will help feed the nestlings of the second. This unusual 
altruism is tolerated but unfortunately neither encouraged nor 
apparently appreciated by the hard-working parents ! When the 
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second laying of eggs follows immediately after the flight of the 
£rst nestlings, the male Blue-bird will often take full charge of 
the latter, besides now and then carrying food to the female or 
even taking her place on the eggs. 

When the last nestlings of the season are on the wing, the 
family unites in a loose flock with others, and through the 
autumn, the restlessness of the coming migration keeps them on 
the move. Sometimes in the late fall, in October or early 
November, just before leaving for the south, a pseudo- vernal 
feeling will inspire the parents, and, for a few days, the male will 
warble sweetly and both will assiduously carry material into the 
nesting lx>x. This unseasonal effort is soon cut short by a cold 
wintry blast from the north. 

Although so gentle in notes and disposition. Bluebirds do 
not tolerate too close companionship at the nesting season, and 
each breeding pair often have a kind of preserve, perhaps of an 
acre or more extent, over which they exercise proprietorship. 
They seldom wander or feed outside their imaginary boundary 
lines. The same seems to be true in a measure of Bluebirds in 
captivity. At one time last spring I had seventeen pairs, mostly 
cage- reared birds, hard at work building nests, but only where 
the number in each flying cage was confined to one or two pairs, 
did the attempts succeed. Bluebirds nest very readily in con- 
finement and rear their young without trouble. They are so 
familiar about the door-yards and orchards that they are never 
caged, and were not even before the present laws prohibited the 
keeping of them in captivity. 

I will give one example of many unusual nesting sites 
chosen by these birds. A number of years ago, in Reading, 
Massachusetts, a pair of Bluebirds built their nest in one of the 
signal balls near the railroad station. Here they successfully 
raised two broods of young, in spite of the fact that the ball was 
lowered fifty times a day for passing trains. Every time it des- 
cended, the parents flew out and waited, perching near by or 
flying about impatiently, until the ball was raised again, when 
they immediately returned to sit on the eggs or cover the young 
as the case might be. 

Otir Eastern Bluebird ranges from Nova Scotia and 
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Manitoba on the north to Florida and Texas in the south, and 
west to the Rocky Mountains. As in the case of so many other 
groups of birds, the varied environment of climate and altitude 
in the far west and in Mexico have produced physical changes 
in the Bluebirds of those regions. The last haul of the fine- 
meshed taxonomic net of our systematist reveals two sub-species 
of our Eastern Bluebird, five forms of the western Mexican 
Bluebird (differing chiefly in the transposition of blue and chest- 
nut on throat and back), and, most beautiful of all, the specifically 
distinct Mountain Bluebird, almost wholly blue in colour — 
cserulean above, pale lavender beneath. 



THE BLUEBIRD IN CAPTIVITY. 

(Sialia sialisj. 
By Dr. A. G. Butler. 

It would be difficult to say much about the life of this bird 
in captivity which has not already been said ; but, for the sake of 
those who have not had the pleasure of keeping and breeding it 
and who may, perchance, not have read the various published 
accounts of its aviary life, a brief description of my experience 
of the species may not come amiss. 

I purchased my pair of birds, I think, about 1889, from the 
late Mr. Abrahams, and turned them into the lighter of my two 
bird-room aviaries, where they behaved quite amiably towards the 
other inhabitants until June 1890 when courting commenced. 
This was carried on in the usual manner, the male bird flying up 
to the female with a piece of ^gg or a living insect in his bill and 
feeding her with it, uttering at the same time a soft barely 
audible whistle. 

Pairing was a very noisy affair on the part of the male 
bird, and the manner in which he distorted his whole body was 
extraordinary. I would refer those of our members who have 
not seen it to Mr. W. R. O. Grant's faithful representation of the 
courting attitude of Eriihaais rubecula,^ In this drawing the 
neck is stretched, the bill pointed upwards, but tail thrown 

• lbi$^ 1902, Vol. II., page 678. 
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forward, an attitude exactly reproduced by our Blackbird before 
pairing. In the case of the Bluebird the bird stands in a per- 
fectly perpendicular position, the neck stretched, bill pointed 
upwards, but tail downwards close to the legs which are stretched 
quite straight, an exaggeration of the posture of a Heron when 
hiding in the reeds. This posture, accompanied by shrill shriek- 
ing, commenced about half-an-hour before pairing took place and 
was continued for quite ten minutes afterwards. 

All my nests were formed in the cigar-nest-box (see 
*• Hints on Cage-birds" p. 41) of coarse hay with a neatly formed 
but shallow cup for the reception of the eggs; having plenty of 
materials the nests were usually completed in one day. The 
number of eggs deposited varied from three to five of a dull blue 
colour somewhat similar to that of the eggs of our Wheatear, but 
shaped like our Robin's eggs, only smaller. The small size of the 
eggs is indeed .somewhat surprising when compared with the 
bulk of the bird that lays them. 

Incubation lasted thirteen days and the hen came off the 
nest repeatedly, that is to say whenever the male bird brought 
her a delicacy ; she never fed in the nest but always left the eggs 
to eat ; nevertheless in almost every instance all the eggs were 
hatched, so that, if I had been living in a good country for grass- 
hoppers I should have probably reared quite a colony of Blue- 
birds ; but that is the trouble with this and many other 
insectivorous birds, they will insist upon living insects or 
spiders as food for their young. The Bluebirds did indeed give 
a little yolk of ^%% and a few small earthworms when nothing 
else was available; but, unless plenty of insects or spiders were 
added all the young died. Thus it came to pass that from my first 
nest of three, only one young one was reared ; and afterwards 
although, up to the end of 1903, I had as many as three nests in 
a year, not one young one lived to leave the nest, some died in 
two or three days, some when half grown and one or two almost 
full-feathered. I was taking holidays at home when my first 
birds were hatched, and therefore was able to spend the whole 
day in ransacking my own and neighbours' greenhouses for 
spiders, but afterwards I was compelled to supply living food 
morning and evening, leaving a saucer of earth well stocked 
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with small earthworms for the birds to feed with, and these were 
insufficient for their needs. 

I noticed that, when giving insects of a dry nature like 
house-flies, moths, or butterflies, the Bluebirds invariably 
swallowed and regurgitated them several times before offering 
to the young ; spiders or cockroaches were broken up, the 
bodies swallowed once or twice and the legs subsequently eaten 
by the parents ; apparently caterpillars and chrysalides were 
smashed, swallowed once and then regurgitated into the mouth of 
the young. I never ?5aw insects given alive, as captured. 

According to A. Hermann (Vide Russ, "Fremdl. Stubenv." 
Vol. II.. p. 309) the young leave the nest when 16 to 18 days old 
and feed themselves 14 days later, but my bird did not leave the 
nest until 23 days old and could then flutter about fairly strongly r 
he was perfectly able to feed himself from eight to ten days later 
and his parents insisted upon his doing so. Later in the year, 
the Bluebirds having become somewhat aggressive towards other 
birds in the bird-room, I transferred them to a covered aviary 
which was then open on one side to the open air ; here the young 
bird acquired his adult plumage, but of course not the full adult 
size of his parents ; later in the year he caught a .severe cold and 
died ; when opened the liver and spleen were seen to be freely 
studded with miliary nodules. The following year I gave my 
Bluebirds a small aviary, almost to themselves, their only com- 
panion being a Red-vented Bulbul ; later I had to remove this 
bird as he insisted upon feeding the young Bluebirds and 
viciously attacked their father. 

The nestling plumage of the young is much more ashy 
than the mother bird and the breast is distinctly spotted, so that 
Dr. Rus.s' statement that ** the young plumage is altogether 
different from that of the old birds ** is justified. On acquiring 
its adult colouring the young male bird resembles its father, but 
its bill still remains broader than that of its mother. 

In an outdoor aviary I should expect to be able to breed 
Blue-birds without much difficulty ; they would then be able to 
supplement the food which I could supply by the insects which 
they would themselves capture and the earthworms and other 
crawling things which they would dig out of the earth, but to 
provide for them in an indoor aviary is heartbreaking work. 
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My old birds both died in 1899, having been in my 
possession about ten years ; they were about as pleasing as any 
birds I ever possessed, utterly fearless, ready at all times to fly 
down and take dainties from one's fingers and showing very little 
anxiety even when one looked into their nest and examined their 
young ; indeed with one of my nests I tried to help the parents by 
dropping egg-food into the mouths of the youngsters ; the cock 
bird flew down to see what I was about, uttered his soft call note, 
and then flew away apparently quite satisfied that I was doing no 
harm to his family. I believe that, when bird-owners warn one 
never to approach a nest with young lest the parents desert them, 
it is often true as regards those particular bird-owners ; but it is 
a known fact that with some of us our feathered friends are far 
more trustful, they instinctively feel that we shall not hurt them 
and they soon cease to be at all alarmed. I have had so many tame 
birds in my time that I feel sure that I can safely run risks which 
many breeders would not venture upon. I have more than once 
had birds tame enough to eat from my fingers three days after 
their capture, and I do not think there are many aviculturists who 
could say that excepting perhaps in the case of the English 
Robin, which, in its wild state, has been known to take meal- 
worms from the fingers. I have not tried this in the open 
garden, but I have with a newly caught Robin in an aviary, 
which hopped up with the greatest assurance and snatched the 
grub out of my fingers. 



RED-CRESTED CARDINALS AT WOBURN. 



The Duchess of Bedford writes ; — 

'* A year ago we turned a lot of Red-crested Cardinals out 
and a few came to feed on my bird trays throughout the winter. 

'* They nested in the tops of the Cedar trees in the garden 
and brought up one family, a second being destroyed by 
Jackdaws. 

** We turned out more this summer, but a second lot arrived 
so late in the autumn that we decided to keep them through the 
winter in an outdoor aviary. 

** Both the Red-crested Cardinals and SaflFron Finches 
survived the winter at large in the garden." 
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FEMALE REGENT BIRD ASSUMING MALE'S 
PLUMAGE. 

As may be seen on reference to our December number for 
^905, pp. 58-9 of vol. IV of our New Series, in January, 1903. 
certain Regent Birds, Sericulus melimis, came into my hands. 

The particular Regent about which— B\2iS, I can no longer 
venture to say whom — I now propose to write was referred to by 
me in Nos. 2, 3. and 4 of vol. IV as ** a smaller and very flighty 
creature" (p. 63), ** eccentric second female" (p. 64. note), and 
generall}' as the second or odd female. At pp. 63-4 I mentioned 
how, during the spring of 1905, the male had paid court to her, 
how they had been shut up together for nesting purposes, and 
how, on May 18, she had been frightened into a fit by a Long- 
tailed Whydah and had had to be removed ; how (pp. 66-7), later 
in the season, the male had again made up to her but breeding 
had been stopped by the increasing cold of the advancing winter. 
And, once more, last March, at p. 142, I mentioned how the 
young male had courted her, and had died prematurely after a fit 
on February 15-16. 

This bird, it may be perceived, had suffered various dis- 
appointments ; and the sudden death of the young male must 
have given her a grievous shock ; and it is hardly to be wondered 
at that her health suffered materially. 

For some time she was dull and listless. During May she 
became exceedingly restless, both by night and day, and seemed 
to be filled with a desire to be off and away after a mate. During 
June I became aware that the bill had changed its colour to a 
decided yellow. During June— July, four flights were cast, the 
herald of approaching moult. On July 26, I had occasion to 
handle her, and found that the two new primaries on each wing 
which were replacing the ca.st feathers were black-and-yellow — 
and then the bitter truth flashed upon me, the bird was assuming 
the plumage of the adult male ! 

This female Regent is now (mid-October) in the plumage 
of the fully adult male, not a feather of the female dress remain- 
ing ; the yellow shield on either wing shews a few black streaks, 
which mark the course of the black heads of some flights as they 
push their way forward but have not yet come fully into line 
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wilh their fellows, but practically the plumage is complete. The 
only external differences betweeu it and a true male are that the 
bill, although yellow, and at one time bright yellow, is now not 
nearly so clear and bright as a male's should be, and that the 
yellow of the head does not show so much of the rich red-orange 
that makes the colouring of a good male so attractive ; the eyes, 
too, are comparatively but of a feeble yellow. 

It is rarely that one has opportunity of noticing the precise 
course followed by moult over the body of a bird ; and a few brief 
notes on this point may not be out of place. It must be remem- 
bered that in this case every feather, the large and the small, has 
been replaced by a feather of a totally different colour, so that the 
appearance and growth of every new feather could be detected 
and watched. In the spring, it was a "gaudy buff and brown" 
bird, now its colour is "sober black and yellow." For the 
sake of brevity, I shall refer to the old plumage just as buff or 
brown. 

The first change of colour appeared among the flights ; and 
a few of these, as already stated, are still not quite fully grown, 
the last of the old plumage, a secondary, not having been shed 
until October 12. Year after year^ I have observed how a primary 
or two would be dropped by the Regents quite early in the sum- 
mer, long before there was any appearance of moult, and how the 
flights would continue to be shed, practically in pairs, right up to 
the verge of winter. Possibly our cold climate may be in part 
responsible for this; but, personally, I regard it rather as one of 
those beautiful provisions of what we materialistic heathen of the 
present day call *• nature" (with a small **n**) which enables a 
shy and timid creature with many enemies to retain its powers of 
flig)i( unimpaired all through the moult. 

As regards the body feathers generally, including the wing- 
coverts, the black first appeared on either side of the chest, and 
was immediately followed — possibly accompanied — by some on 
the lower back, or around the root of the tail. From these three 
centres the black gradually extended ; not in any instance did a 
black feather crop up at random— each spot spread as a sore. 
By August 17, there was quite a large patch of black on each side 
of the breast, and another on the back ; one black feather was 
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appearing in the centre of the tail ; and the eyes were yellowish. 
By September 2, the two breast patches had joined just below the 
chin (wliich was black), but all down the centre of the under side 
there remained a dividing line of buff; and more black feathers 
were to be seen in the tail. On Septen\ber 9, only a tiny touch 
of the buff, in the centre of the chest, remained on the actual- 
body, and every brown feather had disappeared from the tail, 
which now, however, although wholly black, was far from being 
fully grown ; the cheeks, &c., were still buff. On September 14, 
the body was entirely black ; a little buff remained on the side.s 
of the face and neck ; the former had disappeared by the 17th. 
The last of the old feathers (excluding flights) clung in a little 
patch on to each side of the neck ; and it was not until September 
25 that the plumage of body, head, and neck could be pronounced 
to be complete. The tail was full-grown by October 7, but the 
flights were not so until some considerable time later. 

There was one curious phase in the course of this change 
of feather, one of more than passing interest to those who think. 

By the way, but in this connection, why .should the feathers 
of a bird be often of one colour on one part and of a totally 
different colour on another bordering upon it, no actual dividing- 
line existing between the two colours, although the nominal line 
of demarcation between them is clearly and sharply drawn ? and 
why should this distinction be continued and maintained through 
countless generations without deviating by a hair's breadth, and 
such a patch in the male (of species that have the sexes nominally^ 
alike), .sometimes, be a trifle longer or larger or something than 
the corresponding patch in the female? We need not go farther 
afield for an illustration than a good living example of the com- 
mon Java Sparrow. What can be more definitely and precisely^ 
defined than that white patch on each side of the head ! Why 
should this patch remain the same, without encroaching or being^ 
encroached upon, moult after moult, generation after generation^ 
in countless thousands of specimens I Of course I am referring 
to healthy natural birds, not those that have been tampered with 
by man. And so the Regent. The adult male has a broad irregular 
band of orange-yellow running from the base of the upper man- 
dible over forehead, crown, nape, and hind-neck to the mantle^ 
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which proves an instirnionn table obstacle (but why?) to the flow 
of the golden stream. At this point, the latter surges up, pre- 
vails over and overflows the upper part of the sable barrier, then, 
beaten back, runs off" to right and left, forming a half-collar. 
From time immemorial, the glorious light has been waging fierce 
war here against the pitchy blackness of the mantle, but has not 
advanced by the breadth of a line. The gold impinges upon the 
black which everywhere hedges it in, and conies just down to 
such and such a point, but not one jot or one tittle beyond. A 
spike or prong of yellow projects into the black behind the eye, 
and seems to be just on the point of making an inroad, — but when 
has it been otherwise, and when is it going to make any progress ? 
Just so far shalt thou go and no farther is the decree, and we can 
only accept it and wonder. This irregular ** shape " of yellow 
grows absolutely true to type about the head and neck of every 
adult male Regent, year after year and generation after generation. 
One result of this beneficial decree I referred to in December, 
^905 (PP- 55-6). ^"<i 't makes us marvel the more. The golden 
glory appears only on the upper parts ; and the courting male 
knows full well how to shew it off" to the best advantage. But 
the same bird, when hiding from an enemy, has only to squat on 
a high perch and expose the .sombre underparts to the foe, and 
he remains invisible, for not the tinest streak of tell-tale yellow 
has been permitted to grow where its brightness might endanger 
the safety of the wearer. 

And now comes in the curious little episode in connection 
with my sufi^ragette. 

Up to and including August 18, the entire head and neck 
all round was that of the female Regent — not an old feather had 
been lost, not a new one had been gained. But, on the following 
morning, a .startling change was apparent, and most conspicuously 
so. My first impression was that the bird had met with an acci- 
dent during the night and had scalped itself, but closer inspection 
shewed that nothing of that kind had occurred. The broad track 
of feathers referred to above, from bill to mantle, was bare of 
feathers, not so much as the ghost of a feather remained. The 
entire patch, but that only, which in the adult male is yellow, had 
lost every feather, and was there all ready for the yellow feathers 



Digitized by 



Google 



58 On Fetnale Regait Bird assuming Male's Plumage. 

to grow ; and on the very next day the crown region was tinged 
with the glorious yellow-orange, which in due time filled up and 
occupied its allotted space. But of the feathers which bordered 
the track, not so much as one had been shed ; these buff feathers 
reared their heads conspicuously aloft, like the high grass on 
each side of many an African path, and were only slowly and 
gradually replaced by the black feathers, some of the buff remain- 
ing on the cheeks as late as September 14, and not being reported 
clear until the 17th. Why should this )>lock of tiny buff feathers 
from one particular part be cast all together, to make way for a 
crop of yellow ones, while all along, on each side of the track, 
feathers of a like size and colour, separated from them by no 
visible dividing line, held their ground well, and only slowly, 
and as it were reluctantly, gave way to the on-coming growth of 
black? It is something more than passing strange. 

Another point must be noticed. Whereas the normal male 
Regent takes not less than two annual moults to change from the 
immature to the adult plumage, this nondescript creature has 
jumped from the old feather to the new by one single moult. 

Small blame to them, then, that the members of my house- 
hold, accustomed for years to seeing this female going about in 
sober and modest apparel, on now beholding a gaudy damsel 
flouncing and bouncing about, should mutter .such words as ** un- 
natural," "weird," ** uncanny," ** false," ** brazen faced hussy," 
and the like. It is a Jackdaw in Peacock's feathers, a wolf in 
sheep's clothing. It is not a male, nor a female, but a ** thing " ; 
it is not a he, nor a she, but an '"it"; it is neither fish, flesh, 
fowl, nor good red herring. Alas, my masters, what is to be 

done with this abnormal monstrosity t 

Reginald Philupps. 

N.B. — As I see this bird, day after day, flying about to all 
appearances a true male, it is natural to ask — Can any mistake 
have been made? The only possible one that I can suggest is 
that the bird who died last F'ebruary was the second female, and 
that it is the young aviary-bred male who survives. When the 
shadow of death falls on a bird, it is a very different creature 
from what the same bird was when full of life and vigour— ^tt/ 
tke survivor seemed to be certainly the well-known female, More- 
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over, the gentleman who kindly made ih^post mortem examination 
of the deceased wrote me that it was a male. And, regard the 
case as we will, we cannot escape from the fact that the bird 
passed from the one plumage to the other by a single moult. 
The more I consider the//Y?5 and cons^ it seems to me that my 
view meets the diflSculties of the case better than any other, even 
regardless of my long acquaintance with the second female. — 
R.P.— Nov. 8. 



THE BLACK COCKATOO. 



In the June number of the Aviailtnral Magazine, I noticed 
a quotation from The Emu to the effect that the Black Cockatoo 
" had shredded the bark off the dead eucalyptus and that it was 
noted that only dead trees were worked upon." I think that the 
above might convey a wrong impression as to the habits of these 
birds. They certainly do attack the ** stringy bark" in the way 
shown in the photo in The Eimi, but they also treat living trees 
in the same manner. I may say that I have seen hundreds of 
living trees, which presented the same appearance except that 
the bole only of the tree was attacked. These birds are very 
fond of the larvae of a large moth, the grubs, which are three or 
four inches long and about one inch in diameter, eat their way 
into the Wattle Trees, and the Cockatoos tear large pieces of the 
bark and wood off the trees in their endeavour to obtain these 
titbits ; these trees are invariably alive, I doubt whether the 
Black Cockatoo even with the great power of their bills could 
get one of these grubs out of a dead wattle tree. 

It might interest members to know something of the 
nesting habits of these birds. They build in the hole of a lofty 
eucalyptus tree, generally between 80 and 150 feet from the 
ground, making no nest to speak of, pulversing the rotten wood 
to the depth of half an inch or so at the bottom of the hole, the 
eggs being generally placed about two feet from the outlet. I 
have a pair of eggs before me as I write, they were taken six 
years ago in the Midlands by a shepherd, they are dull white, in 
shape oval, and measure (i) 1-90 by 1-40 (2) 1-91 by 1-26. The 
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•eggs are considered rare and I only know of three or four sets 
being taken in Tasmania. I have never seen a Black Cockatoo 
in captivity, and do not know how they would manage, without 
their usual diet. 

I have found only two nests during a period of thirty years 
and, strange to say, both were on the slopes of Mt. Wellington, 
within 8 or 9 miles of Hobart ; though of course in secluded 
gullies and out of the tract of the ordinary run of mankind or 
even school boys. One of these nests contained two young ones 
when found in February, and in the other the birds were sitting 
late in December ; on visiting the former nest about a week later 
the two young birds were observed, the parents still feeding them 
and they still retained a fair amount of black down on the back 
and breast, the following week they had disappeared, most 
probably having retired to the highlands round the Southern 
end of Mt. Wellington. 

I hope that these few notes will be of some interest to 
members as I am afraid that it will be many years before any one 
succeeds in keeping these birds in captivity, much less in rearing 
the young. A. L. Buti^ek. 

Hobart, Tasmafiia, 

Sept. 2ird, 1907. 



AVICULTURAL NOTES FOR 1907. 
By Arthur G. Buti^er, Ph. D. 

My article published in the August issue of our Magazine 
brought my notes on the present year's experiences up to July 
4th, at which date I had not reared a single bird in any of my 
aviaries, although I had heard one young Cockatiel being fed and 
a pair of Tambourine Doves had left the nest and been starved to 
death by their parents. 

On the 1 2th I saw my Diamond Doves feeding young, one 
of which left the nest on the 15th and was reared. My Satin 
Bower-bird was taken ill on the 12th and died in the middle of 
the day following. I sent it to be skinned and a post mortem 
examination proved it to be a cock bird, thus partly confirming 
Mr. Le Souefs statement as to the cocks dying within a year or 
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two after assuming the adult plumage, but at the same time 
revealing a very curious fact in relation to this species : — 

Briefly to review the history of my two Bower-birds, I 
may note that the supposed pair (palpably iu nestling plumage, 
both small and with indications of pale spots on the green 
plumage), came into my possession in September, 1899, and at the 
-end of a year one had assumed the adult plumage of the male, 
the other the adult plumage of the female. Naturally I concluded 
that I had secured an undoubted pair, although both sang and 
-danced ; and though they certainly quarrelled, that fact in no 
way disturbed my faith, because from my boyhood I had been 
taught that *' the quarrels of lovers are the beginning of love." 

When in July, 1904, the supposed hen began to assume 
male plumage and became so spiteful that I had to remove the 
tiiidoubted cock, I concluded, as a matter of course, that disease 
of the ovary was affecting her plumage (see my short paper in 
the **Annals and Magazine of Natural History," ser. 7, Vol. XVI., 
pp. 350-351). Later the perfect male plumage was acquired and 
retained permanently, and exactly three years later the bird died 
and proved to be a cock. 

Why some cock birds should assume male plumage at the 
•end of the second year, and others should disport themselves in 
female attire for six years or longer, is a problem which requires 
a. good deal of explanation. My birds were only two out of 
half-a-dozen or more, all palpably young birds, imported iu one 
batch. 

On the 15th, I lost a Yellowish-finch, which, from its 
bright plumage, not I only but other aviculturists had decided 
to be acock bird ; it had built a nest in conjunction with a duller 
bird in the same aviary, but no eggs had been laid ; examination 
after death proved it to be a hen with well-developed ovary ; so 
that bright colouring in this case probably indicated advanced 
age and not sex ; it is a rather large bird. 

On the same day, the first young Diamond Dove having 
left the nest, the mother laid an egg on the ground ; and the 
second ^%% laid on the i6lh fell out of the nest and was smashed. 
The cock fed the young bird until he could look afier himself. 
On the 25th one young Cockatiel flew; it insisted upon its 
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parents feeding it for a month afterwards, and proved to be 
a cock. 

August 8th I again saw a young Tambourine Dove on the 
floor of the aviary, which fluttered away just above the ground 
as I approached it. This bird was reared and became so 
extremely wild that it was a marvel to me that it did not break 
its neck. Directly I opened the aviary door it would fly at full 
speed straight for the wire netting and get hurled back head over 
heels with the force of the impact. I keep it in a cage now to 
calm its fears. The other bird from the same nest died soon 
after leaving the nest, and when I found it the flies had been at it. 
On the I2th I saw a hen Gouldian Finch peering into a nesting- 
receptacle and hoped that my Pintail Nonpareils had gone to 
nest. It was a vain hope, for though they often examined several 
receptacles and I left them outside until nearly the end of 
October, they did nothing. 

In this month the Diamond Doves went to nest for the 
fourth time, two young leaving it on the 30th ; both were reared. 
The parents laid again on September 21st and 22nd, but broke 
both eggs and gave up breeding on October 9tli, 

On September 28th I again .saw a young Tambourine 
Dove on the floor, and on the 30th I saw the pair together, but 
on October 2nd the smaller bird (probably the hen) had dis- 
appeared, and I saw it no more ; the other seemed to get on 
well for a time in spite of heavy rains, but on the 9th I found it 
cramped and unable to walk. As it could feed itself I took it 
indoors and caged it, putting it into a box of hay every evening; 
it partly recovered and lived until the 23rd. The quills and tail- 
feathers attained almost to their full length, but the sheaths were 
not shed. Then I found it dead. Thus of six young Tambourine 
Doves which left the nest this year only one was reared. 

During September my pale form of Hangnest Icterus 
vulgaris (Jimoneus) moulted and bore out my statement that the 
colouring of these birds when properly treated tends to deepen 
in captivity. In fact it is now more deeply coloured than my old 
bird, which moulted in October, but is still distinguished by its 
more slender build, the small triangular naked patch behind the 
eye in place of an orbital ellipse round the eye and the white 
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edges to the outer webs of the external tail feathers. Of course 
the dilfereuce in song continues. As I rejected some of these 
characters on the ground that some of the deeper-coloured birds 
possessed them, the question now arises as to whether, after all, 
they may not be of importance. The change of colour from pale 
to dark, certainly seems to render the validity of /. curasoensis as 
a sub-species somewhat doubtful. 

On the 27th I brought indoors the birds in my small out- 
door aviary, but left those in the larger aviary outside. Two hen 
Weavers died during the year in consequence of damp and cold 
fogs, but they were old birds which had been kept indoors for 
many years. 

On October 30th I received a pair of young Chingolo 
Song-Sparrows, very kindly presented to me by their breeder, 
Mr. W. E. Teschemaker. 

The fact that reliance upon colour characters alone caused 
me to sex incorrectly both a Bower Bird and Yellowish-finch, 
clearly evidences the importance of studying the external 
structural diflferences in the sexes of birds. No doubt a com- 
parison of the beaks of undoubted sexes of Ptilonorhyuchus would 
reveal diflferences of outline. In Sycalis arvaisis on the other 
hand the beaks diflfer very slightly, not suflSciently to be of any 
value in deciding the sex. A cock bird which I lost in 1905 is a 
large and dull-coloured bird, but one which died in 1901 was 
a trifle brighter, much smaller, and has the front margin of the 
wing towards the shoulder bright yellow ; the female which died 
in July shows an indication of this yellow edging but is a 
slightly larger bird than the cock and with more yellow on 
abdomen and thighs; whereas the chin of the cock bird is 
yellow, in the hen it shows an orange tinge. The large male 
would be typical S, arvensis and the small brighter pair S, minor 
only the male of the latter came home in an Argentine collection, 
probably obtained at Buenos Ayres. Both of the smaller birds 
have paler lower mandibles than the larger bird. I must confess 
that, with the exception of S. luteiveiilris, in which the outer tail- 
feather is obliquely marked with white, I have little faith in the 
validity of the sub-species of S. arvensis^ knowing as I do how 
enormously S. flaveola varies in colouring at difiFerent ages. 
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So long as it can be proved that a certain type is constant 
to locality, and not connected by intergrades with any other, I 
have no objection to it being regarded as sub-specifically distinct, 
though I should prefer to call it a distinct species ; but when, as 
is admitted to be the case in many of the so-called sub-species 
recognised in the United States, the greater number of the 
named forms grade into each other and require to be arbitrarily 
fixed by geographical boundaries, no difference being dis- 
cernible, the whole thing ceases to be scientific and resolves 
itself into a sport no more elevating than that indulged in by 
children, when they sort marbles by size and colour, in botli 
cases no doubt it educates the eye. and that is all that can be said 
in its favour. The old system in which a species was described 
as ** widely distributed, becoming larger and brighter towards 
the westward extremity of its range," answered every scientific 
purpose without cumbering the ground with useless multi- 
tudinous names, and adding greatly to the labours of the 
museum student and cataloguer. 



NOTES ON AVICULTURE IN GEORGETOWN, 

DEMERARA. 

By E. William Harper, F.Z.S. 

(Continued from page 38). 

The Tanagers or *• sackies " naturally on account of their 

beauty alone claim many admirers. Those most commonly 

caged are the Blue ( 7". episcopus) ; the Palm or ** brown sackie ** (T. 

palmarum) ; and the Violet or ** yellow-bellied canary " {Euphonia 

violaced). Others less common are the tiny Pigmy (^E. minuta), 

first introduced into England by Captain Pam, and differing 

from violacea in its smaller size and by having a purplish-black 

throat instead of a yellow one ; the Maroon or ** cashew sackie" 

{Ramphoc(Bltis jacapa), with its Chafl5nch-like cry of ** fink, tink" ; 

the Magpie or ** French sackie " {Cissopis leveriana) ; the Black ; 

the Great Saltator or ** tom-pitcher " {Saltatot magnus), in which 

birds of the year have the eye-brow streak yellowish green, 

changing later to white ; the Blxxe'SLud-Bl^ck {Ca/itsU irazi/ensts) ; 
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the Yellow-bellied or ** goldfinch '* (C. flaviventris) \ and the 
Black-cheeked or ** buck-tongue sackie" (C. o'^w^a) The last- 
named is a very quarrelsome species : the hens are continually 
** swearing" at each other; while the cocks lock themselves 
together with beak and claw, rolling on the floor of a cage in a 
murderous embrace. 

Generally speaking, no food but fruit is given to Tanagers ; 
consequently those species which are largely insectivorous do 
not thrive. This fruit diet is, however, an improvement upon 
the universal pea-meal paste or '^satoo,** which is used in the 
East. I regret to state that water is not in many cases given to 
frugivorous birds ; but on account of the succulent nature of the 
fruit, they do not seem to mind the abstinence. 

Of Sugar-birds, the following species are occasionally kept : 
The beautiful Yellow-winged {jCcereba cayana\ and the Black- 
headed {Chlorophanes spiza) ; and I secured the only pair I ever 
saw of the tiny Yellow-breasted, or ** kiskadee sackie** {Certhiola 
chloropygia). Two of my Yellow - winged Sugar -birds were 
captured at the top of the Demerara light-house shortly after 
midnight, on two diflferent occasions. What the birds were 
doing out at .such a demoralizing hour I can't imagine— unless 
they were merely migrating. Young males of this species are 
green like the adult females ; and old males lose their gay 
colour at certain .season.s. Some descriptions of this bird give 
the colour of the legs and feet as ** ruddy flesh-colour." This 
has evidently been taken from a faded skin ; the legs and feet in 
life being bright coral-red. 

I was extremely astonished on one occasion to be told that 
a man had a pair of " Nightingales" for sale ; and, upon express- 
ing a wish to see them, welcomed instead a pair of Red- 
whiskered Bulbuls I They had just arrived on a coolie-ship from 
Calcutta, and, in spite of their long voyage of about three 
months, were in perfect condition. I only saw one pair of Red- 
crested Cardinals {Paroaria cuctUlata). 

Humming-birds were never successfully kept ; but, as they 
were sometimes caged, perhaps they ought to be mentioned. 
Upon a diet of sugar and water, they can exist for varying periods 
up to about seven weeks. At times they were offered for sale 
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freshly-caught, tied by one leg to a piece of cotton a yard or two 
in length; the poor bird hovering and ** humming" at the full 
extent of its tether, reminding one of a boy's tiny kite. They 
were captured by hand inside houses, into which they had darted^ 
and were also "limed." 

The family IcteridtBy with which the colony abounds — 
taking the place of the Starlings of the Old World — contains a 
few favourite cage-birds. The commonest is the Cow-bird 
{Molothrus aironiiais) called locally the "corn-bird," ** rice-bird, "^ 
and •• lazy-bird " : the last mentioned name is derived from its 
Cuckoo-like parasitic habit of laying its eggs in other bird.s* 
nests; its host being the tiny Wren or "' %odiAy\x^'' {Troglodytes 
fulvus). The male Cow-birds sing fairly well, often to the ac- 
companiment of much wing-flapping. They have the babbler- 
like habit of holding down the head in front of another bird in 
an inviting attitude, implying that they wish to be tickled ; 
at the same time raising the feathers of the head and neck. 

The Black Hangnest {Cassidix orizivora) sometimes seeiu 
is like a large edition of the Cow-bird, both in its glossy black 
plumage and in its habits. It, too, is parasitic ; its hosts being 
the Crested Hangnest or black **bunyah" {Osiinops decumanus), 
the Green **bunyah" {O, viridts), the Yellow- backed Hangnest 
{Cassicus persicus), and Ihe Red-backed Hangnest {Cassicus ajffinisy 
— the two last- mentioned species are known locally as "Mocking- 
birds." All four of the Black Hangnest's hosts make long purse- 
shaped nests, and are occasionally met with in captivity; but 
their comparatively large size somewhat handicaps their popu- 
larity. 

At certain seasons, dozens of Yellow-headed Troupials, or 
" Yellow-headed Corn-birds " as they are called {Xaiiihocephalus 
icierocephaliis) are oflFered for sale ; but, as they are fed on grain 
only — paddy-rice and oats — they do not long survive. The Red- 
breasted Marsh-bird {Leistes guiajimsis), the local ** robin," has a 
correspondingly short life in captivity for the same reason ; whilst 
the Golden Hangnest or "yellow plantain-bird" {Icterus xanthor- 
nis) dies in even less time by being fed upon nothing but plantain,^ 
a kind of banana. One of the most expensive of the colony's 
cage-birds is a beautiful orange and black Hangnest (/. croconotus)^ 
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which is brought down to the coast from the borders of the 
Brazils and known as the ** Troupial." The Yellow - crowned 
Troupial or " Cadoorie " (/. ckrysocephalus) is a great favourite, 
being prized for its song. When travelling in the interior, up the 
river Deiuerara, I learnt from the aborigines that they rear the 
•* Cadoorie " and other insectivorous birds upon river-fish. It is 
first roasted and then chewed before being given to the young 
birds. Unfortunately, when the birds are taken down to the 
coast and pass into other hands, they are soon killed through 
being improperly fed. I have often seen slices of raw meat an 
inch long in their cages, with which to supplement their ordinary 
diet of sour bread-and-milk. 

The last of the Icteridine family to be noticed is the Black 
Troupial (^Quiscalus lugubris), or colonial ••Blackbird.** It appears 
to be an almost omnivorous feeder; in Barbados, where I spent 
three days on the voyage home, I saw it turning over horse-dung 
ill the streets, searching for grain. It is protected by law in that 
island, and is the commonest town bird there. 

The only species of the beautiful family Cotingida which I 
saw in captivity during the three years I was i!i Demerera, was a 
single specimen of the lovely Cock-of- the- Rock {Rupicota crocea) 
—a young hand-reared bird in black baby plumage. The chief 
adornment of the adult, the cinnamon crest, was little more than 
a slight ridge of dark feathers on the crown of the young bird. 
Its mode of progression was by hopping, not walking, I was 
informed that about twenty years ago two or three dozens of 
these handsome birds were on the market at one time; but since 
then only two or three specimens had been seen in town. 

I tried hard to induce the dealers and aborigines to procure 
for me some of the other beautiful Contingas — the Purple- 
breasted, Purple-throated, Crimson, Crimson-breasted, Crimson- 
throated, Pompadour, etc., which are all found in the interior— 
but without success. I only hope that some or all of these beau- 
tiful species may eventually find their way to English aviaries. 

For the correct identification of the only Thrush {Turdus 
murinus) I saw caged, I am indebted to our esteemed member, 
Mr. H. D. Astley. 

Doves are not held in much esteem in Demerara. The 
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coniinon Barbary Dove ( 7><r/7/r m^m/5). the Talpacoli Ground- 
Dove {Chamapelia talpacoti), the Dwarf Ground-Dove (C griseola) 
and the Red Under-winged Dove (JLeptoptila griseola) are all 
occasionally to be seen. 

The Tinaiuous or ''niaams" are more sought after for 
culinary, than avicultural, purposes ; and the natives were much 
interested to learn of their polyandrous habits — discovered first, 
I believe, by our worthy Editor. Their eggs have been brought 
to me for sale on two or three occasions. The Brown Tinaniou 
{Crypturus ciftereus) is the only species I saw in confinement; it 
used to utter its shrill cry about four o'clock in the morning. 

Coming next to the Cracidae, the following must be men- 
tioned : the Crested Curasow or ** powis" (jCrax elector) ; the 
Marail Guan or **marudi** (JPaielope marail)', the Piping Guati 
or ** white-headed marudi " {Pipilo cnmanejtsis) ; and the Little 
Guan {Ortalis viotmot) or '* hanaqua" — so-called from its cry 
which consists of the word **han-a-qua,** repeated several times 
in a loud voice. All the birds of this family met with in confine- 
ment are hand-reared by the aborigines, and are consequently 
very tame. A Little Guan which was given to me was so tame 
that it was allowed complete liberty ; it fed with the poultry, and 
roosted at night overhead in the trees. It resented the intrusion 
of strange fowls, and would fight fiercely with cocks much bigger 
than itself; but they were seldom able to strike a blow, because 
their smaller and more agile adversary would fly high in the air 
above their heads. This bird had a bad habit of sneaking into 
the house and eating condensed milk, butter, fruit, or anything 
tasty ; although it shared in the fowls* mifiu. It had full use of 
its wings, and would sometimes be ab.sent for two or three days 
at a time. 

A tame Trumpeter Bird (Psophia crepitans) can sometimes 
be seen walking in its stately fashion along a quiet street. That 
extraordinary bird, the Hoatzin, I was unable to obtain ; although 
it is common in the adjoining county of Berbice. Its local name 
is the ** Cange Pheasant.** 

The Martinique Galliuule {Porphyriola mariinica) and the 
Spur-wing (^Jacana jacana) were both brought to me for sale : 
they throve on a diet of soaked paddy rice and shrimps. 
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With a brief allusion to some of the Ducks of Georgetown, 
these notes — which have already reached a greater length than 
I had intended — must close. The Muscovey Duck {Cairina 
moschata), indigenous to the colony, is domesticated ; and breeds 
freely with the common duck. Two other species of ducks are 
often seen in a state of semi-domestication — being reared from 
the eggs of wild birds— namely, the Guiana Tree-duck or 
"vicissi" (Dendrocygna discolor)', and the Blue-winged Teal 
{Querqtiedula cyanoptera). 



AVICULTURAL NOTES FOR THE PAST YEAR. 



The past season with its cold spring and dull damp 
summer has not been very favourable to successful aviculture in 
outdoor exposed aviaries, and the fact that several of our members 
have been so successful in rearing rare birds speaks volumes for 
their skill. 

For my part I have not been very successful, the number 
of young birds reared in my aviaries being considerably below 
the average. The following notes may however be of some slight 
interest. 

The Smith's Partridge Pigeons were the first to commence 
nesting, but entirely unsuccessfully, as already recorded (Vol. V. 
p. 292). 

On April 20th the hen Many-coloured Parrakeet, which 
has been with me for eight years, commenced to sit, hatching, in 
due course, two young birds, both of which however died in the 
nest. The male is a new bird, imported in 1906, the original 
male to the old hen having died early that year. He may not 
have sufficiently settled down to feed the young properly, as the 
old hen has never before failed to rear her brood. Or possibly 
the failure was attributable to the cold weather. 

I reared .so many Quails last year that I was hopelessly 
overrun with young birds at the end of the season, and I decided 
not to breed any pure-bred Quails this year, but to try and 
breed some hybrids. I therefore tried to cross the Harlequin 
(C delegorgtui) with the Australian (C. pectoralis), and Harlequin 
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with Rain Quail (C. coromandelica). The hen Pectoral laid two 
clutches of eggs but entirely refused to sit, although the eggs, 
or at any rate one ^%%, tested in an incubator, proved to be 
fertile. 

In August, seeing that my attempts at hybridization had 
failed, I replaced a hen Harlequin in the aviary, and within a 
fortnight she had commenced to lay in a beautifully concealed 
spot in a clump of grass. On September loth she brought off a 
brood of seven, three eggs containing dead chicks being left in 
the nest. All seven chicks have been successfully reared, and 
have turned out to be all cocks except one ! 

The little Olive Finches {Phonipara lepidd), to my mind 
some of the most charming birds one can keep in a large out- 
door aviary during the summer months, have reared no less than 
eight young birds. The first brood consisted of two young 
birds which unfortunately were left in the same aviary when the 
parents had gone to nest a second time. 

The second brood resulted in three young birds, and 
immediately these left the nest the parents turned upon the two 
young birds of the first brood, and in a few days these were 
found dead, apparently worried to death by their parents. 
Profiting by experience, the young of the second brood were 
transferred to another aviary when they could take care of them- 
selves, and these and a third brood safely arrived at maturity. 

Two you tig Turtiix varia were successfully reared by hand 
as already recorded (Vol. V. p. 303). 

Two hen Bourke's Parrakeets, both paired to the same 
cock, nested in separate logs in the same aviary. One nest 
resulted in four young birds and the other in two, all of which 
were reared, though three died long after they had reached the 
age at which they could feed themselves. Damp weather does 
not agree with young Bourkes in an open aviary. 

On July 23rd, two young Parrot-finches left the nest and 
were successfully reared ; the red markings on one of these being 
almost as extensive as in an adult, though of course much duller. 

September 5tli. One young Yellow-rumped Finch {Munia 
flaviprymma) left the nest. This young bird was seen to feed 
itself on September i8th, but the parents continued to feed it for 



Digitized by 



Google 



British Birds in New Zealand. 71 

some time. It was dull brown over the head and back, dull 

tawny on breast ; white under tail-coverts, and black bill, the 

lower mandible lightish grey at the base. 

Besides the foregoing the following young birds have been 

reared : — Five Brush Bronzewing Pigeons, six Diamond Doves, 

and six Japanese Greenfinches. 

D. Skth-Smith. 



BRITISH BIRDS IN NEW ZEALAND. 



A highly interesting and instructive paper has reached us 
from New Zealand, entitled ''Our Feathered Immigrants," in 
which the author, Mr. James Drummond, gives a digest of a mass 
of evidence which he has collected for and against the various 
species of birds that have been introduced into that country. 

A circular, with twenty-nine questions relating to the 
introduced birds was drawn up, and issued through the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture to agriculturists throughout the colony. It 
is uimecessary here to repeat all the questions that were asked, 
suffice it to state that they requested information as to whether 
any introduced birds were present in the district of each colonist 
who received the circular; whether such species had done good 
or harm; whether they had driven away the native birds or 
otherwise ; if proved to be harmful, what steps had been taken 
to check their spread, and whether the introduction of other 
British birds could be undertaken advantageously. The pamphlet 
above mentioned is the result of this inquiry and is very interest- 
ing reading. 

The native fauna of New Zealand is perhaps the most 
interesting of that of any part of the world, but it could not exist 
in the face of civilization. With the introduction of three pigs, 
liberated by Captain Cook in Queen Charlotte Sound in 1773, 
the war against the native birds may be said to have commenced. 
These multiplied exceedingly, and when the settlers began to 
arrive the pigs had become a nuisance. To make matters worse 
the settlers brought with them many domestic animals, more 
disastrous than Captain Cook*s pigs, and a bitter struggle 



Digitized by 



Google 



72 British Birds in New Zealand, 

between the new fauna and the old took place. The native fauna 
liad •* no chance against the shrewd vulgar, hard-headed, cun- 
ning, practical, greedy, and ferocious invaders, who were inured 
to hardship and had walked hand in hand with adversity through 
many generations. The incident was a specially dramatic one in 
respect to the avifauna. The native birds were driven com- 
pletely away — not altogether, or even chiefly, by the new comers, 
but by influences that the latter had been taught by experience 
to combat. Sentiment, necessity, and utility played parts in 
connection with the acclimatization of birds, and it was necessity 
and utility that carried most weight." 

With the disappearance of the native birds, a terrible 
plague of caterpillars visited the colony some forty years ago. 
Farmers suddenly discovered their crops completely eaten up by 
these pests. 

** The numbers of the insects increased with what they fed 
upon, and they marched from field to field in grand procession,^ 
leaving behind them the abomination of desolation." 

Thus we see that out of pure necessity the settlers turned 
their attention to the introduction of some birds that would be 
likely to destroy the insect plague, and very naturally they thought 
of those they had known in the Old Country, with the result that 
many of our commonest birds were introduced. 

The House Sparrow comes first on the list. Five of these 
birds were introduced in 1876 and others .subsequently ; they 
multiplied to a prod igous extent, and the inhabited districts soon 
became stocked with them. Although they are acknowledged ta 
destroy a certain number of insects when feeding young, the good 
thus done is far more than outbalanced by the harm these birds 
do in destroying the crops. ** Of the hundreds of correspondents 
who have filled in the circular there are only six who raise their 
voice in the Sparrow's favour." However, in concluding the 
account of Passer domesiicus t\\^ author remarks "Whatever the 
Sparrow may do in these times, however, there is no doubt that it 
did good service to the agriculturist and horticulturist of New 
Zealand in former days, when the insects were on the war-path 
and when the people were liable to be eaten out of house and 
home. A new generation has arisen, and only the Sparrow's- 
faults are remembered." 
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The Blackbird is universally condemned by fruit-growers^ 
and " its name linked with that of the Sparrow.** 

The Skylark is found to pull up spriging wheat and other 
seedlings, and is also condemned by the colonists. 

The Song Thrush is considered to do more harm than good. 
Though one observer is quoted who speaks very highly of its 
usefulness in destroying worms, slugs and insects. 

** The Greenfinch is described sweepingly as the farmer's 
greatest enemy when grain is ripening.*' 

The Goldfinch has not aroused much enmity and some say 
that it does more good than harm. The Redpoll is generally 
considered harmless; but ** the Yellowhammer is classed with 
the Sparrow in descriptions of the damage done to seed in newly 
sown bush-burns in the North Island.** 

** Praise of the little Hedge-Sparrow is almost unanimous,**^ 
while •* there is hardly any limit to the good words said of the 
Starling,** for which bird numbers of farmers erect nesling-l>oxes. 
Some alarming stories are told, h.owever, of Starlings having 
taken to eating fruit ; a habit that will not surprise those wha 
know the bird in the Old Country. 

One of the questions asked in the circular was, ** Generally 
speaking, have the introduced birds done more good than harm, 
or more harm than good ? The following replies are typical of 
the majority of those received : "As with most aliens, it would 
be better if they had stayed at home**; •*A terrible mistake ** ; 
" For Goodness* sake don*t make it worse by importing more of 
them,** and so on. **The consensus of opinion,** the author 
remarks "is expressed in too clear, concise, and emphatic a 
manner to leave any shadow of doubt as to the strong antagonism 
felt towards English birds. 

** Many farmers, however, modify their condemnation by 
expressing an opinion that if the birds could be kept in check 
they would be converted from enemies into friends. I cannot 
help thinking that this is the proper attitude to adopt. The 
birds are far from being altogether bad. A forgetful generation 
may have a bad memory, but great services given in the past 
must not be ignored when the birds are on their trial.*' 

It has often been stated that the introduced birds have 
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driven away the indigenous species, but this does not seem to be 
the case according to the result of the present inquiry, which has 
** failed to bring out any evidence of a determined or concerted 
plan on the part of the introduced birds to attack and drive away 
the native birds. Sparrows and other introduced birds have been 
seen attacking natives, but Tuis and several other species of 
native birds have attacked introduced birds on occasions with 
great ferocity." 



NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS, ETC. 



WILD LIFE IN AUvSTRALIA* 
Those who are interested in the fauna of Australia will find 
an abundant supply of interesting matter in Mr. Le Soucf s new 
book. The author deals with his subject in a manner that shows 
him to be a most observant and experienced naturalist of a type 
that is all too rare now-a-days. ** Wild Life in Australia " is no 
-compilation from the works of others, but a careful record of the 
author's own observations over a long period, of the wild life of a 
most interesting country. 

Of the bird-life of Australia we learn much from Mr. Le 
Souefs book, and many of the birds dealt with are known to 
us here as aviary inmates, as they are also to Mr. Le Souef who, 
as Director of the Melbourne Zoological Gardens, knows most of 
the Australian creatures in captivity as well as wild. 

It is difficult to say which chapter is the most interesting, 
^very page is delightful, but perhaps the author's account of his 
visit with a companion to Albatross Island, one of the Hunter 
Group, oflF Tasmania, is especially worth mention. The island is 
•composed entirely of rock, overgrown in parts with pig-faced 
weed or mesembryanthemum, wild geranium and tussock grass. 
While gazing from the top of the island the explorers suddenly 
•caught sight of a number of large birds sitting on clear ground 
near the edge of the cliflF, which proved to be Diomedia canta, the 
Shy Albatross of Gould. Remembering that Gould had said that 

• Wild Life in Australia, by W. H. Dudley I^ Sou«f, C.M.Z.S., M.B.O.U., &c. 
Director Zoological Gardens, Melbourne ; Whitcombe and Tombs, Limited, Melbourne and 
J/>ndon. Price 7/6 net. 
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these birds were very difficult to approach, *• we, went towards 
them very carefully, keeping ourselves hidden in the tussocky 
grass and frequently crawling along to avoid being seen. When 
sufficiently close we took our first photo., and we did so by 
slowly raising the camera to the level of the grass, all set, and 
then letting our shutter go from our place of concealment. We 
then remembered that the Albatross could not well rise from the 
level ground, so approaching closer with less care took another 
snap shot, and as the birds still did not rise, we boldly walked up to 
one, and found that they practically took no notice of us." Some 
extremely good photographs are given, illustrating the Albatross 
colony and the birds sitting on their nests, feeding their young 
and so forth. 

One other extract, perhaps of more interest to avicul- 
turists, must suffice. In the chapter headed ** Mallacoota Inlet,*' 
the author writes : ** In one of the gullies we heard a Lyre Bird 
on its slight mound, mimicking the various birds of the bush, 
even the Laughing Jackass, the Grey Crow Shrike, Gang-gang 
Cockatoo, &c. But what struck us as most curious was its 
imitating the whining and yelping of a puppy ; and we afterwards 
heard that some miners who were camped near by, used to 
leave a puppy fastened up at their tent while they were away. 
We also heard the bird uttering a note something like the sound 
produced by a cross-cut saw, and as one had worked in the 
neighbourhood, that is probably what it was ; it only shows what 
wonderful power of mimickry these interesting birds have. 

•* We frequently heard the Satin Bower Birds in the dense 
scrub and were fortunate in finding one of their bowers built in a 
pretty situation and surrounded with ferns. These birds when in 
their greenish costume are far from shy, but when the males don 
their beautiful dark blue satin livery in their seventh year, they at 
once seem to realise that they are conspicuous and always keep as 
much out of sight as possible ; but for all that they evidently soon 
fall a prey to the watchful Hawk, as it is a rare thing to see more 
than one blue male in a flock of these birds. It is curious watching 
their antics as they are playing round their bower, hopping about 
with mincing steps and drooping their wings at the same time, 
picking up sticks or shells and dropping them again in front of 
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oue another, and at the same time uttering a low running note. 
They are also very clever at mimicking other birds." 

Mr. Le Souef is a skilful photographer, and his photos., 
with a few by Mr. Mattingley and others, are liberally dispersed 
throughout the pages of this book. 



GILBERT WHITE, OF SELBORNE. 



The Hastings and St. Leonards* Natural History Society 
numbers amongst its members some of our best ornitliologists, 
who from time to lime deliver lectures to the members on various 
branches of their favourite science. One of the most important 
of these was delivered on June 4th last, by Mr. W. H. Mullins, 
M.A., under the title that heads this notice, and is now published 
by Messrs. Witherby, at the moderate price of 2/6. An interest- 
ing account of the life and work of the famous naturalist is given 
and is well deserving of perusal by those who follow in his 
footsteps. It is illustrated by several excellent photographic 
plates. 



CORRESPONDENCE, NOTES. ETC. 



HYBRID NEOCHMIA PHAETON x BATHILDA RUFICAUDA, 

Sir, — It uiay be of interest to record the fact that in my aviary in 
Italy, on the I^ake of Cotno, a uiale Australian Crimson Finch, Neochmia 
phaeton^ has taken to himself a female Star Finch, Baihilda ruficaiida^ to 
wife. Unfortunately the two young ones, which were the result of the 
match, were found dead whilst still in a featherless condition, thrown out 
of the nest. 

I still hope that some young may be reared in the future, for such a 
hybrid would undoubtedly be most interesting. The parent birds are 
building again, but it is rather late in the year, and I shall not encourage 
them. HuBKRT D. Astlev. 

THE TRUMPETER BIRD. 
Sir, — In the very interesting article on the Tnimpeter Bird, by Mrs. 
Oregory, in the November issue of the Aviculiural Magazine, she gives 
*' Agami ^* as the native name of this bird. 
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May I beg to suggest that this is the native naui6 of the Agaiui 
Heron (Ardea agami) f The only native name of the Trumpeter Bird 
vhich I remember to have heard in British Guiana was ** Warracaba.'' 

E. W. Harpbr. 



AVADAVATS, BLUE-BEARDED JAYS, BULBULS. 

Mr. Tbschkmakbr writes:— 

** I see you mention the breeding of the Common Avadavat in *' Stray 
Notes," but surely this is not exceptional is it? I bred two young of 
this species in 1904. and two more in 1905. 

" I should be obliged if 3*ou could tell me if the Bine-bearded Jay of 
South America has been bred, and also if any Bulbul has been bred except 
P, hamorfhous which I believe, the Zoo. bred some time since. 

[With regard to the Avadavats, it may not be very exceptional for 
them to breed in this country, but certainly it does not strike us as a 
particularly common occurrence. Unfortunately our members are so shy 
of recording such events, many apparently thinking that it is not worth 
recording breeding results unless the species bred has done so for the first 
time in captivity. We wish all of our members would record the nesting in 
iheir aviaries, of even quite common birds. 

The Blue-bearded Jay has never, we believe, bred in captivity, and 
the same may be said of the Bulbuls with the exception of Pycnonoius 
Jugftwrrhous y9\\ic\i bred at the Tendon Zoological Gardens in September 
1900, though whether the young were reared to maturity or not we do not 
know. — Ed.] 



OLD BOOKS WITH NEW NAMES. 

Certain publishers appear to be rather fond of issuing new editions 
of old works with entirely different titles to those by which such books 
have always been known, a practice which is calculated to mislead the 
public and bring blame upon the author, though he may be entirely 
ignorant of the publishers intention until after the book is in the hands of 
he public. 

Many of our members possess Dr. A. G. Butler's Foreign Finches in 
Captivity, and if these should chance to hear of an apparently new work 
entitled Beautiful Foreign Finches they may be somewhat disappointed to 
discover that this is merely a cheap edition of the older work which, 
though excellent in itself, is somewhat out-of-date now. 

We understand from the Author of the above work that he knew 
nothing of this change of title until a correspondent informed him of it. 

Again, a new edition with coloured plates, has appeared of ** British 
Birds with their nests and Eggs" under the title of "Birds of Great 
Britain and Ireland." In this case, however, a change of title was rendered 
necessary as in most of the new plates no nest has been figured. We 
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78 Post Mortem Examtnattofts, 

understand from the Author that he wrote au Introduction, in which he 
fully explained the necessity for the change of name, but although this was 
printed, corrected and approved, it has not been published in Vol. I., which 
therefore appears as an entirely new work, though, as a matter of fact, only 
the plates are new. 



SPECIAL NOTICE. 



The Editor is leaving England early in December on a 
mission to Australia for the Zoological Society of London, and 
will not return until next May or June. In the meantime Dr. 
A. G. Butler has most kindly consented to act as Editor of the 
Aviculiural Magazine, and all editorial matter should be 
addressed to him at 124, Beckenham Road, Beckenham, Kent. 



POST MORTEM EXAMINATIONS. 

RULES. 
Bach bird must be forwarded, as soou after death as possible, carefully packed and post- 
ag^e paid, direct to Mr. Arthuk Gill, Irauhenie, Bexley Heath, Kent, and must be 
accompanied by a letter containing the fullest particulars of the case, and a fee 
of 1/- for each bird. If a reply by post is required a fee of 2/6 must be enclosed. 
Domestic poultry, pigeons, and Canaries can only be reported on by post. 

PiNTAir, NoNPAREir,. (Miss Gladstone.) The bird died of concussion of 

the brain, caused by direct injury to the top of skull. 
Red Roseli^a. (Mrs. Lee.) The bird died of syncope. It was extremely 

fat and the heart was loaded with fat. I think the sunflower seed too 

fattening if given in quantity. 
Shama. (Mr. Norwood.) The bird died of inflammation of the bowels. 

He was having a very hard moult. 
Answered by Post : 

Baroness Le Clement de Tanitegnies. 

Rev. H. D. ASTLEY. 
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III. 

KOTCCSS TO liKMBBRS— ^COMlWIMMf frotH pag^ H. Oj COViTt. 
NBW MEMBERS. 

Herr AUGUST FOCKBI^MANN; Tierpark, Gross- Borstel, Hamburg. 
Mr. Thomas Curtis ; 67, ifrith Streftt, Soho Square, W. 
Mr. RoBBRT Grbkn; Coven t Garden, London. 



CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION. 

Miss McWii^UAMS; 5, Den Crescent, Teignniouth. 

Propasid by The Hon. Cauou DuTTON. 

Mrs. Guy Sbbright ; Clare House, Horsfoith. 

Proposed by Mr. A. SIMPSON. 

Sir Waltbr Gii^bby, F.Z.S. ; Elsenhaui Hall, Elaenliani, Essex. 

Proposed by The hon. Business Secretary. 



ILLUSTRATION FUND. 

£ s. d. 

Mr. W. Cooper .. .. o 10 o 

Mr. E. Valentine .. .. o 10 o 

Anononious : .. .. i i o 

Mrs. H. Rroniet .. .. o ii o 

Dr. F. G. Penrose . . . . 200 

Mrs. Chawner .. .. o 10 o 

Miss (Gladstone .. .. 050 

Mrs. Currey.. ., .. o 10 o 

MKMBBRS' SALE AND KXCHANGK COLirMN. 

'J he charge for privatt advertisemenis is sixpbncb for bightkbn 
WORDS OR LK.SS, and one penny Jor eveiy additional three words or less. 
Advertisements must reach the Editor on or before the 26th of the 
tnonih. The Council reserve the right of rejustng any advertisement 
they tnay consider undesirable. 

Golden-fronted Fruitsncker, healthy, acclimatised bird, fiue plumage and 
good singer, 45/-. 

Miss Pkddik Waddkll, 4, Great Stewart Street, Kdinburgh. 
Gieene*s Parrots in Captivity, 3 vols., coloured plates, perfect con<liiion. 7/6 

Mrs. Gregory, Melville, Parkstone, Dorset. 
This iyear,s young Redruntps, 25/- pair, two pairs 45'-; carriage jwid to 
I/ondon ; perfect condition. 

A. Savaok, 3, Rue Hiliorel, Hiliorel-Rouen, France. 
Pair Pennant Parrakeets, goo<l breetlers, have reared two nests this year, 
X3, or exchange Swiiihoe, Versicolor or other rare Pheasants. 

F. H. KuDKiN, Beltou, Uppingham. 
Advertiser, due home next March, will endeavour to bring Indian birds if 
suitable offers are received in time to collect them. See advt. in 
October number. 

Captain Pkrkkau, 4th Gurkhas, liakloh, Punjab, India. 
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JOHN D. HAMLYN, 

NATURALIST, 

221, St. 6eorge*s Street East, London 



THE ACTUAL IMPORTER OF 

RARE FOREIGN BIRDS & ANIMALS 

DIRECT FROM OUR 

Indian, Australian, and African Empires. 



Absolutely THE ONLY DEALER who attends Shipping at 

London, Southampton, Plymouth, Antwerp, Bordeaux, 

Havre, and Marseilles. 

REFKRKNCKS TO KVKRY AMATKUR OF NOTK. 

LIST ON APPLICATION. 



TROWER & CO., 

WHOLESALE SEED MERCHANTS and 

BIRD FOOD SPECIALISTS, 
442, CALEDONIAN ROAD, London N. 

EXTRA LARGE SPANISH CANARY SEED. 
CHOICE GERMAN SUMMER RAPE SEED 



Finest Selected Seeds for all kinds of Cage or Aviary Birds 
British, Forbign, and Canariks, 



At •uppH«d by us to th« loading Fanoiort and Exhibitora at th« Crystal Paiaoe and 
•thar $howa. PRICE LIST. SAMPLES FREE. 



Mealworms, Ants* Eggs, Dried Plies, etc., of the fiiidst quality. 



** CBCTOi" the best Insectivorous Food ou the Market, 1/4 |>er lb. 
Ground Silk Worm Pupae, imported at frequent intervals from Italy. 
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MONTHLY. 

Price !•■ 6^' 

M«mb«rs' Annual Subsoription, 10 - | payable in advanoa. fm] 



NEW SERIES. 
Vol. VI. No. 11 



SEPTEMBER, 1908 



^^xmLAr. 



THE JOURNAL OF THE AVICULTURAL SOCIETY. 



•-0 



CONTENTS.^* 



Nesting of the White -crested Turaco, w/M p/aff^ 

by HUBKRT D. ASILKY, M A 

Wood-Swallows Breedingr i«» Captivity, by K. J. Bkook 
The Breeding of the Partridge Tinaiiiou, by C. Baknby Smith 
Nesting of Mr own -throated Conures, by Mrs. Williams 
The British Rails, by Pkkcy W. Kakmbokough. F.Z.S. 

Cranes, etc., at Wobnrii, by the DucheKs of Bkuford 

The Kurrichane Button Quail, by Major B. K. Hoksbrugh, A.S.C. 
Notes on My Visit to Australia, 

by David SKtii-SMiiH, F.Z.S., M.B.O.U 
NoTiCKS OP Nkw Books, kic : 

How to Attract and Protect Wild Birds 

The Zoological Gardens of Kurope 

Officers for the year 1908-9 

The Society's Medal 

CORHBSI'ONDKNCK : 

Curious Nesting Arrangements, 316. 
Pfls/ Mioriem Kxaniinations 



297 
299 
300 
30a 
303 
305 
307 

309 

313 
315 
315 

315 



316 - 



ISdO \h LONDON : 

R. H. PORTER, 7, Princes St., Cav^ npish Square, W. 
NOTE— A new volume commences every Noveinber. 



a 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 




2044 072 192 008 



J Google 



Digitized b|LiOOQle 



Digitized by 



Google 



